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1. Objectives 

The study of phrases constitutes an essential part of syntax because phrases are among the 

principal units through which words are organized into larger grammatical structures. This 

module aims to develop students’ understanding of the internal structure, classification, and 

syntactic functions of phrases in English. 

 

MODULE I: PHRASES 
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After completing this module, students will be able to: 

1. Define a phrase and explain its significance in the study of English syntax. 

2. Distinguish between words, phrases, clauses, and sentences. 

3. Identify the major classes of phrases in English. 

4. Explain the relationship between the head, modifiers, complements, and other 

constituents of a phrase. 

5. Understand the distinction between main and subordinate phrases. 

6. Analyse the structure and functions of noun phrases and prepositional phrases. 

7. Explain the grammatical and semantic functions of genitive phrases. 

8. Identify and analyse adjective phrases and adverb phrases. 

9. Examine the structure of verb phrases, including auxiliary verbs, tense, aspect, 

modality, and voice. 

10. Apply syntactic concepts to the analysis of English sentences. 

2. Introduction 

Syntax is a major branch of linguistics concerned with the principles governing the 

arrangement of words into phrases, clauses, and sentences. It examines how grammatical 

units are structured, how they relate to one another, and how their arrangement contributes to 

the formation of meaning. The word syntax derives from a Greek term meaning arrangement 

or ordering. In linguistics, however, syntax involves more than the linear ordering of words: it 

also studies hierarchical relationships among grammatical constituents. 

For example, consider the sentence: 

The young student carefully examined the difficult question. 

The words in this sentence do not occur as an unrelated sequence. They form meaningful 

grammatical units. The expression the young student functions as a noun phrase, carefully 

examined contains a verb and an adverbial modifier, and the difficult question forms another 

noun phrase. These units combine to produce a grammatically organized sentence. 
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The phrase is therefore an important unit of syntactic analysis. It occupies an intermediate 

position in the traditional grammatical hierarchy: 

Word → Phrase → Clause → Sentence 

This hierarchy represents a useful introductory model, although actual syntactic structures 

may contain phrases embedded within other phrases and clauses. 

A phrase is traditionally defined as a group of words that forms a grammatical unit but does 

not normally express a complete proposition independently. Examples include the old house, 

under the bridge, extremely beautiful, and has been working. Each expression functions as a 

constituent within a larger grammatical structure. 

Modern linguistic analysis also recognizes that a phrase may consist of a single word when 

that word functions as the head of a syntactic constituent. Consequently, the presence of 

several words is not an absolute requirement for identifying a phrase in all grammatical 

frameworks. 

The study of phrases involves two closely related questions. The first concerns form: how is 

a phrase constructed, and what elements does it contain? The second concerns function: what 

role does the phrase perform within a sentence? These questions must be distinguished 

because a phrase's grammatical form does not necessarily determine its syntactic function. 

Consider the following examples: 

1. The boy in the garden is my brother. 

2. The boy played in the garden. 

In both sentences, in the garden is a prepositional phrase. In the first sentence, it modifies the 

noun boy by identifying which boy is intended. In the second, it functions as an adjunct of 

place associated with the verb phrase played in the garden. Thus, the same type of phrase 

may perform different functions according to its position and relationship with other 

constituents. 

A systematic study of phrases enables students to understand sentence structure, recognize 

grammatical relationships, interpret complex constructions, and develop greater precision in 

academic writing. It also provides a foundation for the study of clauses, sentence patterns, 

grammatical relations, and syntactic theories. 
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3. Subject Matter 

Section I: Classes of Phrases 

1.1 Definition of a Phrase 

A phrase is a grammatical constituent consisting of a head and, where present, its modifiers, 

complements, and other dependent elements. It functions as a unit within a larger 

construction. 

Traditional grammar commonly describes a phrase as a group of related words that does not 

express a complete thought. This definition is useful for elementary grammatical analysis, but 

syntactic analysis requires a more precise understanding of the phrase as a constituent. 

Consider the following examples: 

• the beautiful garden 

• quite difficult 

• under the wooden bridge 

• has been reading 

• very carefully 

These expressions are grammatically organized units. Each has a central element that 

determines its basic grammatical character. 

A phrase is not simply an arbitrary collection of words. Its constituents are connected by 

grammatical relationships. For example, in the beautiful garden, the adjective beautiful 

modifies the noun garden, while the determiner the specifies the noun phrase. 

1.2 Phrase and Constituent Structure 

A constituent is a word or group of words that functions as a unit within a larger grammatical 

structure. Constituency is fundamental to syntactic analysis because sentences are organized 

hierarchically rather than merely as linear sequences. 

Consider the sentence: 

The extremely talented musician performed beautifully. 

Its principal constituents include: 
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• the extremely talented musician — a noun phrase functioning as the subject; 

• extremely talented — an adjective phrase within the noun phrase; 

• performed beautifully — a verb-centred construction; 

• beautifully — an adverb functioning as a modifier of the verb performed. 

The structure of the sentence demonstrates that a phrase may contain another phrase. The 

adjective phrase extremely talented, for instance, is embedded within the larger noun phrase 

the extremely talented musician. 

This relationship is known as constituent embedding. It illustrates the hierarchical 

organization of syntax. 

1.3 The Head of a Phrase 

The head is the central element of a phrase. It determines the phrase's basic grammatical 

category and often controls the grammatical properties of the construction. 

The principal phrase types may be identified according to their heads: 

Phrase type Head Example 

Noun phrase (NP) Noun or pronoun the clever student 

Verb phrase (VP) Verb has completed the work 

Adjective phrase (AdjP) Adjective extremely difficult 

Adverb phrase (AdvP) Adverb very slowly 

Prepositional phrase (PP) Preposition under the table 

 

The head of a phrase is not necessarily the first or last word in the construction. In extremely 

difficult, the adjective difficult is the head, whereas extremely modifies it. In under the old 

wooden bridge, the preposition under is the head, and the old wooden bridge is its 

complement. 

1.4 Modifiers and Complements 

Two important elements of phrase structure are modifiers and complements. 
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A modifier provides additional descriptive or circumstantial information about another 

constituent. It is often optional. 

Examples: 

• the old house 

• a remarkably intelligent student 

• spoke very softly 

The words or expressions in bold modify other constituents by adding descriptive or manner-

related information. 

A complement is an element licensed or required by a head to complete its grammatical or 

semantic structure. 

Examples: 

• proud of her achievements 

• rely on his friends 

• destroy the building 

In proud of her achievements, the prepositional phrase of her achievements completes the 

meaning of the adjective proud. In rely on his friends, the prepositional phrase is associated 

with the verb rely. In destroy the building, the noun phrase the building functions as the direct 

object of the verb. 

The distinction between complements and modifiers is significant because complements are 

more closely associated with the grammatical requirements of their heads, whereas modifiers 

generally provide supplementary information. 

1.5 Major Classes of Phrases 

English contains several major classes of phrases, commonly identified by their heads. 

1. Noun phrase: A phrase headed by a noun or pronoun, as in the first-year students. 

2. Verb phrase: A verb-centred construction, as in has been studying English. 

3. Adjective phrase: A phrase headed by an adjective, as in extremely pleased with the result. 

4. Adverb phrase: A phrase headed by an adverb, as in surprisingly quickly. 
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5. Prepositional phrase: A phrase headed by a preposition, as in beside the river. 

The genitive construction, which expresses possession and related relationships, is also 

examined separately in this module because it forms part of the prescribed syllabus. 

These categories should not be confused with the functions that phrases perform. A noun 

phrase may function as a subject or object; an adjective phrase may function as a modifier or 

subject complement; and a prepositional phrase may function as an adjectival modifier, an 

adverbial adjunct, or a complement. 

1.6 Functions of Phrases 

Phrases perform several syntactic functions within sentences. 

Subject: 

The young researcher presented the paper. 

Object: 

The committee approved the new proposal. 

Subject complement: 

The lecture was extremely informative. 

Modifier of a noun: 

The book on the upper shelf belongs to me. 

Adverbial adjunct: 

She completed the assignment with great care. 

Verb phrase as predicate: 

The students have completed their assignments. 

These examples establish a central principle of syntactic analysis: the classification of a 

phrase identifies its grammatical form, while its function explains its relationship with other 

constituents. 

Section II: Main and Subordinate Phrases 

2.1 Introduction 
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Phrases do not occur in isolation in actual sentence structures. They may contain other 

phrases, and they may function as constituents within larger phrases. Such relationships are 

described in terms of hierarchy, dependency, and subordination. 

The expressions main phrase and subordinate phrase are not used uniformly across all 

contemporary linguistic theories. In a textbook that employs this distinction, a main phrase 

may be understood as the larger or principal construction, while a subordinate phrase is a 

constituent functioning within that construction. The exact terminology should be interpreted 

according to the prescribed grammatical framework. 

2.2 Main Phrase 

A main phrase, in this descriptive sense, is the larger phrase that serves as the principal 

constituent under consideration. 

Consider: 

The student in the front row answered the question. 

The expression the student in the front row is a noun phrase. It contains the noun student, 

together with the determiner the and the prepositional phrase in the front row. 

The larger noun phrase is the principal construction, while the prepositional phrase provides 

additional information about the student. 

The relationship can be represented as follows: 

• Main construction: the student in the front row 

• Embedded phrase: in the front row 

The noun phrase functions as the subject of the sentence. 

2.3 Subordinate Phrase 

A subordinate phrase is a phrase that occurs within or depends on a larger grammatical 

construction. It may modify a constituent or complete the meaning of a head. 

Examples: 

1. The woman with the red umbrella is my aunt. 

2. The students interested in linguistics attended the seminar. 
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3. She is proud of her achievement. 

4. They waited near the entrance. 

In the first example, with the red umbrella is a prepositional phrase embedded within a noun 

phrase. In the second, interested in linguistics is an adjective phrase associated with the noun 

students. In the third, of her achievement is a complement within the adjective phrase proud 

of her achievement. In the fourth, near the entrance is a prepositional phrase functioning as 

an adjunct of place. 

The examples demonstrate that subordination may involve modification or complementation. 

2.4 Phrase Embedding and Hierarchical Structure 

Phrase embedding occurs when one phrase forms part of another phrase. 

Consider: 

The old house near the river was sold. 

The noun phrase the old house near the river contains the adjective old and the prepositional 

phrase near the river. The prepositional phrase is embedded within the larger noun phrase. 

A simplified representation is: 

• Noun phrase: the old house near the river 

o Determiner: the 

o Adjective modifier: old 

o Head noun: house 

o Prepositional phrase: near the river 

This structure demonstrates that syntactic units are hierarchically organized. A phrase may 

function as a constituent of another phrase without losing its own internal structure. 

2.5 The Importance of Subordination 

Subordination enables English speakers and writers to express complex relationships without 

creating a separate sentence for every piece of information. 

Compare: 
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The girl is my sister. She is wearing a blue dress. 

The two sentences can be combined into: 

The girl in the blue dress is my sister. 

The prepositional phrase in the blue dress identifies the girl more precisely. This construction 

is more compact and illustrates how phrase structure contributes to economy and cohesion in 

writing. 

In syntactic analysis, however, the terms main phrase and subordinate phrase should not be 

treated as universal formal categories. The broader concepts of head, complement, modifier, 

and embedding provide a more precise account of the relationships involved. 

Section III: Noun Phrases 

3.1 Definition 

A noun phrase (NP) is a syntactic constituent headed by a noun or, in some constructions, a 

pronoun. It may consist of a single noun or contain determiners, modifiers, complements, and 

other dependent elements. 

Examples: 

• students 

• the students 

• the hardworking students 

• the hardworking students of this college 

• the students who won the competition 

In these examples, the noun students serves as the head. The other elements specify, describe, 

or identify the students. 

The noun phrase is one of the most frequently occurring constituents in English. It can 

function as the subject, object, complement, or complement of a preposition. 

3.2 Structure of the Noun Phrase 

A noun phrase may contain the following elements: 

1. Determiner 
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2. Premodifiers 

3. Head noun 

4. Postmodifiers or complements 

Consider: 

Those three exceptionally talented students from our department 

Its structure can be analysed as follows: 

• Determiner: those 

• Numeral: three 

• Premodifier: exceptionally talented 

• Head noun: students 

• Postmodifier: from our department 

The noun students is the head because it determines the basic nominal character of the phrase. 

The other constituents provide additional information. 

Not every noun phrase contains all these elements. For example, students is a noun phrase 

consisting of a single word, while the students contains a determiner and a head noun. 

3.3 Determiners 

Determiners identify, specify, or quantify the referent of a noun phrase. 

Common determiners include: 

• Articles: a, an, the 

• Demonstratives: this, that, these, those 

• Possessive determiners: my, your, his, her, our, their 

• Quantifiers: some, many, few, several, much 

• Numerals: one, two, three 

Examples: 

• the book 
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• those students 

• my younger brother 

• several important questions 

Determiners generally precede the head noun and contribute to the interpretation of the noun 

phrase. 

3.4 Premodification 

Premodifiers occur before the head noun and provide descriptive or classificatory 

information. 

Examples: 

• a beautiful garden 

• an interesting linguistic theory 

• the three large buildings 

• a highly successful experiment 

Adjectives are common premodifiers, but nouns and other expressions may also occur in this 

position. 

Examples: 

• a university examination 

• a stone wall 

• a language laboratory 

The premodifier university classifies the examination, while stone specifies the material 

associated with the wall. 

3.5 Postmodification 

Postmodifiers occur after the head noun and provide further information about it. 

They may take several forms. 

Prepositional phrase: 
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The student in the library is my friend. 

Adjective phrase: 

The people eager to participate registered early. 

Relative clause: 

The book that you recommended is useful. 

Non-finite clause: 

The students waiting outside the office were called in. 

Although this module focuses on phrases, these examples show that noun phrases may 

contain subordinate clauses as well as phrases. 

3.6 Functions of Noun Phrases 

Noun phrases perform several major syntactic functions. 

A. Subject 

The principal of the college addressed the students. 

The noun phrase is the subject of the sentence. 

B. Direct object 

The researcher examined the linguistic data. 

The noun phrase is the direct object of examined. 

C. Indirect object 

The teacher gave the students additional material. 

The noun phrase the students functions as the indirect object. 

D. Subject complement 

Dr Sharma is a distinguished linguist. 

The noun phrase identifies the subject. 

E. Object of a preposition 

The lecturer spoke to the final-year students. 
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The noun phrase is the complement of the preposition to. 

F. Apposition 

Professor Desai, a specialist in syntax, delivered the keynote lecture. 

The noun phrase a specialist in syntax identifies or further describes Professor Desai. 

3.7 Noun Phrases and Reference 

Noun phrases are important not only for sentence structure but also for reference and 

interpretation. 

Compare: 

1. A student entered the classroom. 

2. The student sat near the window. 

The indefinite article a introduces a student without presupposing that the reader already 

knows which student is intended. The definite article the refers to an identifiable student, in 

this context the student introduced in the previous sentence. 

Thus, determiners contribute to the discourse interpretation of noun phrases. 

3.8 Summary 

The noun phrase is a central constituent of English syntax. Its head is a noun or pronoun, and 

it may contain determiners, premodifiers, complements, and postmodifiers. Noun phrases 

perform functions such as subject, object, complement, and object of a preposition. 

Section IV: Prepositional Phrases 

4.1 Definition 

A prepositional phrase (PP) is a constituent headed by a preposition. It commonly consists of 

a preposition followed by a complement, usually a noun phrase or pronoun. 

Examples: 

• in the classroom 

• under the table 

• beside the river 
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• with her friends 

• after the examination 

In each example, the preposition establishes a relationship between its complement and 

another constituent in the sentence. 

4.2 Structure of a Prepositional Phrase 

The typical structure is: 

Preposition + Complement 

Consider: 

under the old wooden bridge 

The structure contains: 

• Preposition: under 

• Complement: the old wooden bridge 

The complement is itself a noun phrase. This example demonstrates that one phrase may 

contain another phrase. 

A prepositional phrase may also contain a complement realized by a pronoun, as in with him, 

or by another type of constituent in constructions that permit it. 

4.3 Types of Prepositions 

Prepositions express a variety of semantic relationships. 

A. Prepositions of place 

Examples include in, on, under, beside, behind, between, and near. 

• The keys are on the table. 

• The children played in the garden. 

• The village lies between two hills. 

B. Prepositions of time 

Examples include at, on, in, before, after, during, and since. 
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• The lecture begins at ten o'clock. 

• The examination is on Monday. 

• She arrived after the meeting. 

C. Prepositions of direction and movement 

Examples include to, towards, into, across, through, and along. 

• The students walked towards the auditorium. 

• The river flows through the valley. 

• They crossed over the bridge. 

D. Prepositions of means and instrument 

Examples include by and with. 

• We travelled by train. 

• He opened the door with a key. 

E. Prepositions of cause and purpose 

Examples include because of, due to, and for. 

• The match was cancelled because of the rain. 

• The students assembled for the meeting. 

These classifications are primarily semantic. The grammatical status of the construction 

depends on its syntactic organization. 

4.4 Syntactic Functions of Prepositional Phrases 

A prepositional phrase may perform different functions in a sentence. 

A. As a noun modifier 

The book on the table belongs to the professor. 

The phrase on the table modifies book and identifies which book is intended. 

B. As an adverbial adjunct 

The students waited outside the examination hall. 
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The phrase specifies the location of the waiting event. 

C. As a complement of an adjective 

She is interested in modern linguistics. 

The phrase in modern linguistics completes the meaning of interested. 

D. As a complement of a verb 

They relied on their colleagues. 

The verb rely conventionally selects the preposition on in this construction. 

E. As a complement of a noun 

The destruction of the ancient building shocked the community. 

The phrase of the ancient building completes or specifies the meaning of the noun 

destruction. 

4.5 Complement and Adjunct 

An important distinction in syntactic analysis is the difference between a complement and an 

adjunct. 

A complement is closely associated with the requirements of a particular head. An adjunct 

adds supplementary information. 

Compare: 

• She relied on her friends. 

• She worked in the library. 

The phrase on her friends is selected by the verb rely in its ordinary use. The phrase in the 

library adds information about the location of the working event and is generally an adjunct. 

The distinction is not always absolute, but it is useful in understanding how prepositional 

phrases relate to other constituents. 

4.6 Ambiguity in Prepositional Phrase Attachment 

Prepositional phrases may create structural ambiguity. 

Consider: 
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I saw the man with a telescope. 

The phrase with a telescope can be interpreted in two ways: 

1. I used a telescope to see the man. 

2. I saw a man who had a telescope. 

In the first interpretation, the phrase modifies the verb-centred construction. In the second, it 

modifies the noun phrase the man. 

The example illustrates that the position and attachment of a prepositional phrase can 

influence sentence meaning. 

4.7 Summary 

A prepositional phrase is headed by a preposition and usually contains a complement. It may 

function as a noun modifier, an adjunct, or a complement of a verb, noun, or adjective. Its 

interpretation depends on both grammatical structure and context. 

Section V: The Genitive Phrases 

5.1 Definition 

The genitive expresses possession, ownership, kinship, association, authorship, origin, and 

certain other relationships between entities. In English, genitive relationships are commonly 

expressed through possessive noun forms and of-constructions. 

Examples: 

• Ravi's book 

• the teacher's office 

• the children's toys 

• the roof of the house 

• the university's reputation 

In traditional grammar, such expressions are frequently discussed under the heading of 

possessive or genitive phrases. In more detailed syntactic analysis, the possessive noun form 

is examined as a genitive construction within a larger noun phrase. 

5.2 The Genitive Form in English 
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The English genitive is commonly marked by an apostrophe and the letter s, written 's, or by 

an apostrophe following the s of a regular plural noun. 

The principal patterns are as follows. 

A. Singular nouns 

A singular noun generally takes 's. 

Examples: 

• the student's notebook 

• the doctor's advice 

• the woman's handbag 

• the child's toy 

B. Regular plural nouns ending in -s 

An apostrophe is generally added after the final s. 

Examples: 

• the students' projects 

• the teachers' meeting 

• the workers' demands 

C. Irregular plural nouns 

Irregular plural nouns that do not end in -s generally take 's. 

Examples: 

• the children's books 

• the men's clothing 

• the women's association 

D. Singular proper names ending in -s 

Both apostrophe-only and 's forms occur in different conventions. 

Examples: 
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• James's book 

• James' book 

Usage may vary according to the applicable style guide. 

5.3 Semantic Relationships Expressed by the Genitive 

The genitive does not express ownership alone. Its interpretation depends on the relationship 

between the nouns involved. 

A. Possession 

Rita's laptop is on the desk. 

The genitive identifies the person associated with the laptop as its possessor. 

B. Kinship 

My mother's sister lives in Pune. 

The genitive expresses a family relationship. 

C. Authorship 

Shakespeare's plays continue to be studied. 

The genitive indicates authorship. 

D. Origin or association 

India's cultural heritage is diverse. 

The genitive establishes an association between India and its cultural heritage. 

E. Subjective and objective relationships 

Consider: 

• the teacher's explanation 

• the student's examination 

The first may refer to an explanation given by the teacher. The second may refer to an 

examination taken by the student. In these examples, the genitive is interpreted through the 

relationship between the possessor expression and the head noun. 
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5.4 The Of-Genitive 

English also expresses genitive relationships through an of-construction. 

Examples: 

• the roof of the building 

• the history of the country 

• the meaning of the word 

• the beginning of the story 

The of-construction is particularly common with inanimate entities and abstract nouns, 

although it is not restricted to them. 

Compare: 

• the student's book 

• the book of the student 

The first construction is generally more natural in ordinary English when expressing personal 

possession. The second is grammatically possible but may sound less idiomatic in that 

context. 

5.5 The Genitive and the Noun Phrase 

The genitive commonly occurs within a larger noun phrase. 

Consider: 

The young student's remarkable achievement 

The expression the young student's specifies the possessor, while remarkable achievement 

identifies the entity or event associated with that possessor. 

The entire expression forms a noun phrase, with achievement as its head. 

Similarly, in the roof of the old building, the noun roof is the head, and of the old building is a 

prepositional phrase that specifies the relationship between the roof and the building. 

Thus, possessive and of-constructions should be analysed according to their structural 

relationships rather than treated as unrelated collections of words. 
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5.6 The Independent Genitive 

English sometimes permits a possessive form to occur without an overt following noun when 

that noun is recoverable from context. 

Examples: 

• This book is mine. 

• I borrowed my friend's. 

• We met at the doctor's. 

In the doctor's, the omitted noun is understood from context, often as office or clinic. Such 

constructions demonstrate that possessive forms may occur independently under appropriate 

conditions. 

5.7 Common Errors 

The distinction between plural and possessive forms is important. 

• student's — singular possessive; 

• students — plural; 

• students' — plural possessive. 

The apostrophe marks a grammatical relationship and is not merely a punctuation detail. 

5.8 Summary 

Genitive constructions express possession and a range of other relationships. English uses the 

's genitive, apostrophe-only plural possessives, and of-constructions. The interpretation of a 

genitive depends on its structural position and semantic relationship with the head noun. 

Section VI: The Adjective Phrases 

6.1 Definition 

An adjective phrase (AdjP) is a syntactic constituent headed by an adjective. It may consist of 

a single adjective or include modifiers and complements. 

Examples: 

• happy 
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• very happy 

• extremely difficult 

• proud of her achievements 

• eager to learn 

The adjective is the head of the phrase. Other constituents may intensify the adjective or 

complete its meaning. 

6.2 Structure of the Adjective Phrase 

Consider: 

extremely proud of her achievements 

Its structure includes: 

• Premodifier: extremely 

• Head adjective: proud 

• Complement: of her achievements 

The adverb extremely indicates the degree of pride, while the prepositional phrase of her 

achievements completes the meaning of the adjective. 

Adjective phrases can therefore be more complex than simple adjective–adverb 

combinations. 

6.3 Premodification in Adjective Phrases 

Adverbs commonly function as premodifiers of adjectives. 

Examples: 

• very intelligent 

• remarkably successful 

• quite unusual 

• deeply concerned 

• exceptionally difficult 
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The modifiers express degree or intensity. 

The choice of modifier is often constrained by the adjective. For instance, very tired is 

natural, while absolutely exhausted is generally more idiomatic than very exhausted in formal 

standard usage. Such patterns illustrate the relationship between lexical meaning and 

grammatical combination. 

6.4 Complements of Adjectives 

Some adjectives take complements that complete their meanings. 

Adjective + prepositional phrase 

• interested in linguistics 

• afraid of failure 

• responsible for the project 

• familiar with the theory 

Adjective + infinitive clause 

• eager to participate 

• difficult to understand 

• ready to begin 

Adjective + that-clause 

• certain that he was right 

• aware that the situation had changed 

The complement is associated with the semantic and grammatical properties of the adjective. 

6.5 Syntactic Functions of Adjective Phrases 

Adjective phrases perform several important functions. 

A. Attributive function 

The adjective phrase occurs within a noun phrase and modifies the head noun. 

Example: 
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The extremely talented musician received an award. 

Here, extremely talented modifies musician. 

B. Predicative function 

The adjective phrase occurs after a linking verb and describes the subject. 

Examples: 

• The students were very enthusiastic. 

• The proposal seems quite reasonable. 

• The lecturer became deeply concerned. 

C. Postpositive function 

An adjective phrase may occur after the noun it modifies. 

Examples: 

• The students eager to learn received additional materials. 

• The people responsible for the decision attended the meeting. 

In these constructions, the adjective phrase follows the noun and provides further information 

about it. 

6.6 Distinguishing Adjectives from Adjective Phrases 

An adjective is a lexical category, whereas an adjective phrase is a syntactic constituent. 

Compare: 

• intelligent — adjective; 

• very intelligent — adjective phrase; 

• intelligent enough to solve the problem — adjective phrase. 

In traditional grammatical terminology, intelligent may itself be called an adjective phrase 

when it functions as a complete adjective-headed constituent. In classroom analysis, it is 

often useful to distinguish the adjective as a word from the larger phrase in which it occurs. 

6.7 Summary 
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An adjective phrase is headed by an adjective and may include modifiers and complements. It 

can occur within a noun phrase, after a linking verb, or after the noun it modifies. Its principal 

function is to describe, qualify, or characterize an entity or situation. 

Section VII: The Adverb Phrases 

7.1 Definition 

An adverb phrase (AdvP) is a syntactic constituent headed by an adverb. It may include 

modifiers or complements and commonly functions as a modifier of a verb, adjective, another 

adverb, or clause. 

Examples: 

• slowly 

• very slowly 

• surprisingly quickly 

• quite unexpectedly 

• remarkably well 

In very slowly, the adverb slowly is the head and very is its modifier. 

7.2 Structure of the Adverb Phrase 

Consider: 

quite surprisingly quickly 

The central adverb is quickly. The other adverbs contribute information about degree or 

manner. 

Adverb phrases may contain: 

1. A head adverb. 

2. Degree or intensifying modifiers. 

3. Complements, where permitted by the head. 

Examples: 

• very carefully 
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• almost immediately 

• remarkably well 

• independently of external assistance 

The last example contains a more complex adverbial expression whose internal classification 

depends on the grammatical framework being used. 

7.3 Types of Adverbial Meaning 

Adverb phrases can express a range of semantic relationships. 

A. Manner 

They describe how an action is performed. 

• She spoke very clearly. 

• The researcher worked extremely carefully. 

• The students responded remarkably well. 

B. Time 

They indicate when an event occurs. 

• We will leave quite soon. 

• The train arrived much earlier than expected. 

C. Place 

They indicate location or direction. 

• Please stand right here. 

• The children played far away. 

D. Degree 

They express intensity or extent. 

• The explanation was remarkably clear. 

• She worked almost continuously. 

E. Frequency 
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They indicate how often an event occurs. 

• He visits us very frequently. 

• The system operates quite regularly. 

These categories describe semantic functions. They should not be confused with phrase 

types: an expression of time or place is not necessarily an adverb phrase. 

7.4 Syntactic Functions of Adverb Phrases 

A. Modification of a verb 

The speaker answered very confidently. 

The adverb phrase modifies the verb answered. 

B. Modification of an adjective 

The examination was surprisingly easy. 

Here, surprisingly modifies the adjective easy. The expression surprisingly easy is an 

adjective phrase, not an adverb phrase, because its head is the adjective easy. 

C. Modification of another adverb 

The lecturer spoke remarkably slowly. 

The adverb remarkably modifies slowly. The entire expression is an adverb phrase headed by 

slowly. 

D. Clause-level modification 

Fortunately, the students completed the examination on time. 

In this example, fortunately expresses the speaker's evaluation of the proposition. Depending 

on the grammatical framework, it may be analysed as a clause-level adverb or a one-word 

adverb phrase. 

7.5 Adverb Phrases and Adverbial Functions 

A crucial distinction must be made between an adverb phrase and an adverbial. 

An adverb phrase is a structural category. An adverbial is a functional category describing 

an element that provides information such as time, place, manner, or reason. 
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Consider: 

1. She spoke very clearly. 

2. She spoke with great clarity. 

3. She spoke after the lecture. 

In the first sentence, very clearly is an adverb phrase functioning as an adverbial of manner. 

In the second, with great clarity is a prepositional phrase functioning as an adverbial of 

manner. 

In the third, after the lecture is a prepositional phrase functioning as an adverbial of time. 

Therefore, not every adverbial is an adverb phrase. 

7.6 Adjective Phrases and Adverb Phrases Compared 

The distinction between adjective and adverb phrases depends primarily on the head of the 

phrase and its syntactic role. 

Compare: 

• The student is very careful. — Adjective phrase. 

• The student works very carefully. — Adverb phrase. 

In the first sentence, careful is an adjective describing the student. In the second, carefully is 

an adverb describing the manner of working. 

Similarly: 

• remarkably intelligent — adjective phrase; 

• remarkably intelligently — adverb phrase. 

The distinction is important in both syntactic analysis and academic writing. 

7.7 Summary 

Adverb phrases are headed by adverbs and can modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or 

clauses. They express relationships such as manner, degree, time, place, and frequency. 

Adverb phrases must be distinguished from adverbials, which may be realized by several 

different grammatical categories. 
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Section VIII: The Verb Phrases 

8.1 Definition 

A verb phrase (VP) is a verb-centred syntactic constituent. In traditional grammar, the term 

often refers to the main verb together with its auxiliary verbs. In broader syntactic analysis, 

the verb phrase may also include objects, complements, and adjuncts associated with the 

verb. 

Examples: 

• writes 

• is writing 

• has completed the assignment 

• will have been working 

• might have been examined 

The verb phrase plays a central role in expressing actions, events, states, and relationships. Its 

structure is associated with grammatical categories such as tense, aspect, modality, and voice. 

Because grammatical frameworks differ in their treatment of verb phrases, it is important to 

identify which definition is being used in a particular analysis. 

8.2 Main Verbs and Auxiliary Verbs 

The main verb expresses the central lexical meaning of the construction. 

Examples: 

• write 

• read 

• sleep 

• believe 

• understand 

Auxiliary verbs assist the main verb in expressing grammatical meanings. 

The principal auxiliary verbs are forms of be, have, and do. 
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Examples: 

• She is reading. 

• They have arrived. 

• He does not agree. 

• The work was completed. 

Modal auxiliaries include can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, and would. 

Examples: 

• She can swim. 

• You should study. 

• They might arrive. 

• We will participate. 

8.3 The Structure of the Verb Phrase 

Consider: 

The students have been preparing their presentations. 

Under the traditional auxiliary-plus-main-verb analysis, the verb phrase is have been 

preparing. 

Its components are: 

• have — perfect auxiliary; 

• been — progressive auxiliary in the -ing construction; 

• preparing — main verb. 

The expression their presentations is the direct object of preparing. In a broader analysis of 

the verb phrase, it may be included within the VP constituent. 

The structure therefore depends partly on the grammatical framework adopted. 

8.4 Tense 
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Tense is a grammatical category associated with the location of an event in time, particularly 

through the distinction between present and past in English finite verbs. 

Present tense 

• She writes every day. 

• They study English. 

Past tense 

• She wrote yesterday. 

• They studied English last year. 

English also uses constructions with will and other forms to refer to future situations. 

Examples: 

• She will write tomorrow. 

• They are going to travel next week. 

In strict grammatical analysis, will is a modal auxiliary rather than a future-tense inflection. 

Nevertheless, will-constructions are conventionally described as future constructions in 

pedagogical grammar. 

8.5 Aspect 

Aspect concerns how an event is viewed in relation to its duration, development, or 

completion. 

A. Progressive aspect 

The progressive construction uses a form of be followed by an -ing form. 

Examples: 

• She is reading. 

• They were playing. 

• He has been working. 

The progressive commonly presents an event as ongoing or in progress. 
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B. Perfect aspect 

The perfect construction uses a form of have followed by a past participle. 

Examples: 

• She has finished the work. 

• They had left before noon. 

• He will have completed the project. 

The perfect relates an event or state to a reference point, often highlighting its relevance, 

prior occurrence, or completion. 

C. Perfect progressive aspect 

This construction combines perfect and progressive marking. 

Examples: 

• She has been studying for three hours. 

• They had been waiting for a long time. 

• By next month, he will have been working here for ten years. 

8.6 Modality 

Modality expresses meanings such as possibility, ability, permission, obligation, necessity, 

and prediction. 

Modal auxiliaries include can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, and would. 

Examples: 

• She can solve the problem. — Ability. 

• You must submit the assignment. — Obligation or necessity. 

• They may arrive later. — Possibility. 

• You should consult the reference book. — Advice. 

• It might rain tonight. — Possibility. 

The interpretation of a modal construction depends on its context. 
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8.7 Voice 

Voice concerns the relationship between the grammatical subject and the action or event 

expressed by the verb. 

Active voice 

The subject typically performs or initiates the action. 

Example: 

The committee approved the proposal. 

Passive voice 

The subject corresponds to the entity affected by the action or event. 

Example: 

The proposal was approved by the committee. 

The passive construction commonly uses a form of be followed by a past participle. The 

agent may be expressed in a by-phrase or omitted when it is unknown, unimportant, or 

recoverable from context. 

Additional examples: 

• The letter was written yesterday. 

• The building is being repaired. 

• The work has been completed. 

8.8 Finite and Non-finite Verb Phrases 

A finite verb form is associated with tense and, where applicable, agreement. 

Examples: 

• She writes carefully. 

• They write carefully. 

• He was reading. 

A non-finite verb form does not independently mark tense in the same way. 
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Examples: 

• to write a letter; 

• writing a letter; 

• written by the author. 

Non-finite constructions can function within larger clauses and phrases. 

Consider: 

To complete the assignment on time requires discipline. 

The infinitival construction to complete the assignment on time functions as the subject of the 

sentence. 

In: 

The students completing the assignment were quiet. 

The -ing clause completing the assignment modifies students. 

These examples illustrate that verb forms participate in constructions beyond ordinary finite 

predicates. 

8.9 The Verb Phrase and Its Complements 

Verbs differ in the types of complements they permit. This property is known as verb valency 

or complement selection. 

Intransitive verb 

An intransitive verb does not take a direct object in the relevant construction. 

Example: 

The baby slept. 

Transitive verb 

A transitive verb takes a direct object. 

Example: 

The student read the book. 
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Ditransitive verb 

A ditransitive verb may take two objects or an equivalent object-plus-complement 

construction. 

Example: 

The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

Here, the students is the indirect object and an assignment is the direct object. 

Verb with a prepositional complement 

Example: 

The researcher relied on the evidence. 

The prepositional phrase on the evidence is selected by the verb relied. 

The complement structure of a verb is important because it influences the grammatical 

pattern of the sentence. 

8.10 Verb Phrase and Predicate 

The terms verb phrase and predicate are related but not always identical. 

In traditional school grammar, the predicate includes the verb and the information associated 

with it about the subject. 

For example: 

The students have completed the assignment. 

The predicate is have completed the assignment. 

In some modern syntactic frameworks, the verb phrase may include the verb and its 

complements, while the subject occupies a separate structural position outside the VP. Other 

frameworks analyse the relationship differently. 

For B.A. III students, it is important to recognize that terminology varies across grammatical 

theories and that the framework used should be stated when detailed syntactic analysis is 

required. 

8.11 Summary 
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The verb phrase is a central component of sentence structure. Its analysis involves the main 

verb, auxiliary verbs, complements, and modifiers. Verb phrases express grammatical 

distinctions involving tense, aspect, modality, and voice. They also participate in different 

complementation patterns according to the properties of the verb. 

4. General Summary 

A phrase is a grammatical constituent that forms part of a larger syntactic construction. It is 

generally organized around a head, which determines its basic grammatical category. 

Modifiers provide additional information, while complements complete or specify the 

meaning of particular heads. 

The principal phrase types discussed in this module are noun phrases, prepositional phrases, 

adjective phrases, adverb phrases, and verb phrases. Genitive constructions are considered 

separately because they express possession and a variety of semantic relationships. 

Noun phrases commonly function as subjects, objects, and complements. Prepositional 

phrases may function as modifiers, complements, or adjuncts. Adjective phrases describe 

entities or situations, while adverb phrases modify verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and clauses. 

Verb phrases express actions, events, states, and grammatical distinctions such as tense, 

aspect, modality, and voice. 

The distinction between phrase form and phrase function is fundamental to syntactic analysis. 

A prepositional phrase, for instance, may function as a noun modifier or an adverbial adjunct. 

Similarly, a noun phrase may function as a subject, object, or complement. 

The study of phrases therefore develops the conceptual and analytical skills required for the 

study of English syntax. It provides a foundation for analysing clauses, sentence patterns, 

grammatical relations, and the hierarchical organization of language. 

5. Key Terms 

1. Syntax: The branch of linguistics that studies the structure and organization of 

phrases, clauses, and sentences. 

2. Phrase: A grammatical constituent organized around a head. 

3. Constituent: A word or group of words functioning as a unit within a grammatical 

structure. 
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4. Head: The central element that determines the grammatical category of a phrase. 

5. Modifier: An element that provides additional descriptive or circumstantial 

information. 

6. Complement: An element that completes or specifies the meaning of a head. 

7. Noun phrase: A constituent headed by a noun or pronoun. 

8. Prepositional phrase: A constituent headed by a preposition. 

9. Genitive: A grammatical form or construction expressing possession and related 

relationships. 

10. Adjective phrase: A constituent headed by an adjective. 

11. Adverb phrase: A constituent headed by an adverb. 

12. Verb phrase: A verb-centred constituent. 

13. Embedding: The inclusion of one grammatical constituent within another. 

14. Adjunct: A constituent that adds supplementary information to a construction. 

15. Valency: The capacity of a verb or another head to occur with particular 

complements. 

16. Tense: A grammatical category associated with temporal reference. 

17. Aspect: A grammatical category concerned with the presentation of an event or state. 

18. Modality: The expression of meanings such as possibility, ability, permission, and 

obligation. 

19. Voice: A grammatical category concerning the relationship between the subject and 

the event expressed by the verb. 

20. Predicate: The part of a clause that says something about the subject, according to the 

grammatical framework adopted. 

6. Exercises 

A. Short-Answer Questions 

1. Define a phrase and explain its significance in syntax. 
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2. What is a constituent? Explain with examples. 

3. Distinguish between the form and function of a phrase. 

4. What is the head of a phrase? 

5. Explain the difference between a modifier and a complement. 

6. Define a noun phrase and identify its principal components. 

7. What is a prepositional phrase? Illustrate its structure. 

8. Explain the genitive construction in English. 

9. What is an adjective phrase? Give suitable examples. 

10. Distinguish between an adjective phrase and an adverb phrase. 

11. Define a verb phrase and explain the role of auxiliary verbs. 

12. What is the difference between an adjunct and a complement? 

B. Long-Answer Questions 

1. Define a phrase and discuss the major classes of phrases in English. 

2. Explain the distinction between main and subordinate phrases with suitable examples. 

3. Discuss the structure and syntactic functions of noun phrases. 

4. Examine the structure, semantic relationships, and functions of prepositional phrases. 

5. Discuss the forms and uses of the genitive construction in English. 

6. Define an adjective phrase and explain its structure and functions. 

7. Discuss the structure and syntactic functions of adverb phrases. 

8. Explain the structure of verb phrases with reference to tense, aspect, modality, and 

voice. 

9. Discuss the distinction between phrase type and syntactic function. 

10. Explain the significance of phrase embedding in the analysis of English syntax. 

C. Practical Exercises 

Exercise 1: Identify the phrases 



Page 40 
 

B. A. III Sem-III Paper: Introduction to Syntax                                                    Mr. Sachin S. Gadhire 

 

Identify the major phrases in the following sentences and classify them according to their 

grammatical type. 

1. The intelligent student answered the question confidently. 

2. The book on the upper shelf belongs to my professor. 

3. The children have been playing in the garden. 

4. The woman proud of her achievements addressed the audience. 

5. The students of the English department participated enthusiastically. 

Exercise 2: Analyse the noun phrases 

Identify the head noun, determiner, premodifier, and postmodifier where applicable. 

1. The three talented young musicians. 

2. A book on modern linguistic theory. 

3. Those exceptionally bright students in the classroom. 

4. The results of the recent investigation. 

5. The students who completed the project. 

Exercise 3: Examine prepositional phrases 

Identify each prepositional phrase and state whether it functions as a modifier, complement, 

or adjunct. 

1. The man in the black coat is my uncle. 

2. She relied on her colleagues. 

3. The students waited outside the examination hall. 

4. He is interested in phonetics. 

5. The destruction of the old building shocked the residents. 

Exercise 4: Analyse genitive constructions 

Identify the genitive construction and explain the relationship expressed. 

1. The teacher's explanation was clear. 
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2. The children's playground is nearby. 

3. The students' assignments were evaluated. 

4. The history of the English language is fascinating. 

5. Shakespeare's plays continue to attract readers. 

Exercise 5: Distinguish adjective phrases and adverb phrases 

Classify the bold expressions and explain their functions. 

1. The lecture was extremely informative. 

2. The speaker explained the theory very clearly. 

3. The students were eager to participate. 

4. The experiment was surprisingly successful. 

5. The researcher worked remarkably efficiently. 

Exercise 6: Analyse verb phrases 

Identify the verb phrase and explain the grammatical function of its components. 

1. She has completed the assignment. 

2. They will be attending the conference. 

3. The report should have been submitted earlier. 

4. The researchers have been examining the evidence. 

5. The building was being renovated. 

D. Suggested Answers to Selected Exercises 

Exercise 1 

1. The intelligent student — noun phrase; the question — noun phrase; confidently — 

adverb. 

2. The book on the upper shelf — noun phrase; on the upper shelf — prepositional 

phrase; my professor — noun phrase. 
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3. The children — noun phrase; have been playing — verb phrase in the traditional 

auxiliary-plus-main-verb analysis; in the garden — prepositional phrase. 

4. The woman proud of her achievements — noun phrase; proud of her achievements — 

adjective phrase; of her achievements — prepositional phrase. 

5. The students of the English department — noun phrase; of the English department — 

prepositional phrase; enthusiastically — adverb. 

Exercise 2 

1. Head: musicians; determiner: the; premodifiers: three, talented, young. 

2. Head: book; determiner: a; postmodifier: on modern linguistic theory. 

3. Head: students; determiner: those; premodifiers: exceptionally bright; postmodifier: in 

the classroom. 

4. Head: results; determiner: the; postmodifier: of the recent investigation. 

5. Head: students; determiner: the; postmodifier: who completed the project. 

Exercise 3 

1. In the black coat — prepositional phrase functioning as a noun modifier. 

2. On her colleagues — prepositional complement associated with the verb rely. 

3. Outside the examination hall — prepositional phrase functioning as an adjunct of 

place. 

4. In phonetics — prepositional complement of the adjective interested. 

5. Of the old building — prepositional phrase complementing the noun destruction. 

Exercise 4 

1. The teacher's — possessive genitive expressing an association between the teacher 

and the explanation. 

2. The children's — genitive expressing the children's association with the playground. 

3. The students' — plural genitive expressing the relationship between the students and 

their assignments. 
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4. Of the English language — an of-construction specifying the subject of the history. 

5. Shakespeare's — genitive expressing authorship. 

Exercise 5 

1. Extremely informative — adjective phrase functioning as a subject complement. 

2. Very clearly — adverb phrase modifying explained. 

3. Eager to participate — adjective phrase functioning as a subject complement. 

4. Surprisingly successful — adjective phrase functioning as a subject complement. 

5. Remarkably efficiently — adverb phrase modifying worked. 

Exercise 6 

1. Has completed — has is the perfect auxiliary; completed is the main verb in its past 

participle form. 

2. Will be attending — will is a modal auxiliary; be supports the progressive 

construction; attending is the main verb in its -ing form. 

3. Should have been submitted — should is a modal auxiliary; have marks the perfect 

construction; been supports the passive construction; submitted is the main verb in its 

past participle form. 

4. Have been examining — have marks the perfect construction; been supports the 

progressive construction; examining is the main verb. 

5. Was being renovated — was marks past tense and supports the progressive 

construction; being supports the passive construction; renovated is the main verb in its 

past participle form. 

7. Suggested Reading 

Students may consult the following works for a deeper understanding of syntax and 

grammatical analysis: 

1. Aarts, Bas. Oxford Modern English Grammar. Oxford University Press, 2011. 

2. Huddleston, Rodney, and Geoffrey K. Pullum. A Student's Introduction to English 

Grammar. Cambridge University Press, 2005. 
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3. Quirk, Randolph, Sidney Greenbaum, Geoffrey Leech, and Jan Svartvik. A 

Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. Longman, 1985. 

4. Greenbaum, Sidney, and Gerald Nelson. An Introduction to English Grammar. 

Routledge, 2002. 

These works introduce different approaches to English grammar, including traditional 

grammatical terminology and more detailed syntactic analysis. Students should use the 

terminology prescribed by their university syllabus while consulting these references to 

develop a broader understanding of phrase structure. 
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2.0 Objectives 

The study of clauses is central to the study of syntax because clauses provide the grammatical 

structures through which propositions, questions, commands, and other communicative 

purposes are expressed. A systematic understanding of clauses enables students to examine 

the organization of sentences, the relationship between subjects and predicates, the functions 

of objects and complements, and the ways in which clauses combine to form complex 

grammatical constructions. 

After studying this module, students will be able to: 

1. Define a clause and explain its significance in the study of English syntax. 

2. Distinguish between words, phrases, clauses, and sentences. 

3. Identify the principal elements of a clause, including subject, verb, object, 

complement, and adverbial. 

4. Explain and analyse the basic clause patterns of English. 

5. Classify clauses according to their communicative functions. 

6. Distinguish between declarative, interrogative, and imperative clauses. 

7. Explain the grammatical differences between active and passive clauses. 

8. Understand the structure of complex sentences and the relationship between main and 

subordinate clauses. 

9. Distinguish between finite and non-finite clauses. 

10. Identify different types of subordinate clauses and analyse their functions in 

sentences. 

11. Apply syntactic principles to the analysis and construction of English sentences. 

2.1 Introduction 
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Syntax is the branch of linguistics concerned with the principles governing the arrangement 

of words into phrases, clauses, and sentences. It examines how grammatical constituents are 

organized, how they relate to one another, and how these relationships contribute to the 

formation of meaning. 

In the grammatical hierarchy, the clause occupies a particularly important position. A clause 

typically contains a predicate and may contain a subject, together with objects, complements, 

and adverbials. It provides the structural framework within which participants, actions, 

events, states, and circumstances are represented. 

Consider the following examples: 

1. The students read books. 

2. The students read books because they had an examination. 

3. Although the weather was unfavourable, the students attended the lecture. 

The first example contains one independent clause. The second contains a main clause and a 

subordinate clause introduced by because. The third contains a subordinate clause introduced 

by although and a main clause. These examples illustrate how clauses may occur 

independently or combine to form more complex sentence structures. 

A clause may be defined as a grammatical unit organized around a predicate, typically 

containing a verb and, in finite clauses, usually a subject. However, not every clause has an 

overt subject. Imperative clauses, for example, commonly have an understood subject, as in 

Open the door. Non-finite clauses may also lack an expressed subject, as in To complete the 

assignment on time requires discipline. 

The distinction between a clause and a sentence is important. A sentence is a grammatical and 

communicative unit, whereas a clause is a constituent that may occur independently or as part 

of a larger sentence. An independent clause can function as a complete sentence, but a 

subordinate clause ordinarily depends on another clause for its interpretation or grammatical 

integration. 

Consider: 

The teacher explained the lesson. 

This sentence consists of a single independent clause. 
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Now consider: 

The teacher explained the lesson because the students had difficulty understanding it. 

The sentence contains two clauses: 

• Main clause: The teacher explained the lesson 

• Subordinate clause: because the students had difficulty understanding it 

The subordinate clause provides the reason for the event described in the main clause. 

Clauses can be classified according to several criteria. Their elements and patterns concern 

their internal grammatical structure. Declarative, interrogative, and imperative clauses are 

distinguished according to their grammatical form and communicative function. Active and 

passive clauses differ in voice, while finite and non-finite clauses differ in their grammatical 

properties. Complex sentences involve the combination of clauses through subordination and 

other structural relationships. 

The study of clauses therefore develops students' understanding of grammatical structure, 

sentence formation, and the relationship between syntax and meaning. 

2.2 Subject Matter–I 

2.2.1 Elements of the Clause 

2.2.1.1 Definition of a Clause 

A clause is a grammatical constituent organized around a predicate and typically containing a 

verb. In a finite clause, the subject is generally expressed, although it may be omitted in 

imperative constructions and certain context-dependent expressions. 

Examples: 

• The child laughed. 

• The students completed the assignment. 

• She is intelligent. 

• When the bell rang. 

• To finish the work before noon. 
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The first three examples are independent clauses. The fourth is a finite subordinate clause, 

and the fifth is a non-finite clause functioning within a larger construction. 

A clause does not necessarily express a complete thought independently. Its ability to 

function as a complete sentence depends on its grammatical status and context. 

2.2.1.2 Clause and Phrase: A Distinction 

A phrase and a clause are both grammatical constituents, but they differ in their internal 

organization. 

A phrase is organized around a head, such as a noun, adjective, adverb, verb, or preposition. 

A clause is organized around a predicate and usually includes a verb that expresses an action, 

event, or state. 

Compare: 

• the intelligent student — noun phrase 

• extremely intelligent — adjective phrase 

• in the classroom — prepositional phrase 

• the student answered the question — clause 

The expression the intelligent student contains a noun and its modifiers but does not itself 

contain a predicate. In contrast, the student answered the question contains a subject, the 

student, and a predicate, answered the question. 

However, phrases and clauses may be embedded within one another. For example: 

The student who answered the question received a prize. 

The noun phrase the student who answered the question contains the subordinate relative 

clause who answered the question. 

Thus, the distinction between phrases and clauses is based primarily on their grammatical 

organization, not simply on the number of words they contain. 

2.2.1.3 Principal Elements of a Clause 

Traditional English grammar identifies five principal clause elements: 

• Subject (S) 
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• Verb or Predicator (V/P) 

• Object (O) 

• Complement (C) 

• Adverbial (A) 

These elements are conventionally represented by abbreviations in syntactic analysis. 

Not every clause contains all five elements. The particular elements required depend largely 

on the verb and the grammatical construction. 

A. Subject (S) 

The subject is a major grammatical element of the clause. In a typical declarative clause, it 

occurs before the finite verb and often identifies the person, thing, or entity about which the 

clause makes a statement. 

Examples: 

1. The students attended the lecture. 

2. My younger brother plays cricket. 

3. The old building collapsed. 

4. She is a talented musician. 

The bold expressions are the subjects of their respective clauses. 

In English, the subject commonly determines agreement with the finite verb. 

Compare: 

• The student works hard. 

• The students work hard. 

The singular subject the student takes works, while the plural subject the students takes work. 

Subjects are frequently noun phrases or pronouns, but they may also be realized by clauses. 

Example: 

What he said surprised everyone. 
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Here, the subordinate clause what he said functions as the subject of the main clause. 

B. Verb or Predicator (V/P) 

The verb is the central element of the predicate. It expresses an action, event, state, or 

relationship and determines many of the grammatical patterns in which a clause can occur. 

Examples: 

1. The child slept. 

2. She wrote a letter. 

3. They became successful. 

4. The students have completed the examination. 

The verbs slept, wrote, and became are the central verbal elements in their clauses. In the 

fourth example, have completed forms a verb phrase consisting of an auxiliary and a main 

verb. 

The verb is particularly important because it influences the selection of objects and 

complements. For instance, sleep does not normally take a direct object, while write may take 

one, as in write a letter. 

In the clause-element notation used in this module, V represents the verb or predicator. 

C. Object (O) 

An object is a clause element associated with a transitive verb. It commonly identifies the 

entity affected by an action or involved in the situation expressed by the verb. 

Objects are traditionally classified into direct and indirect objects. 

Direct object 

The direct object is closely associated with the verb and often identifies what is affected by 

the action. 

Examples: 

• She wrote a letter. 

• The students answered the questions. 
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• The committee approved the proposal. 

The bold expressions are direct objects. 

Indirect object 

The indirect object commonly identifies the recipient or beneficiary of an action. 

Examples: 

• The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

• My father bought me a book. 

• She sent her friend a message. 

In these examples, the indirect objects are the students, me, and her friend. 

The two-object construction can often be expressed using a prepositional phrase. 

Compare: 

• The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

• The teacher gave an assignment to the students. 

The grammatical structures differ, although the central meaning is similar. 

D. Complement (C) 

A complement is a clause element that completes or characterizes the meaning of another 

element, particularly a verb or subject. 

Two common types are subject complements and object complements. 

Subject complement 

A subject complement follows a linking verb and identifies or describes the subject. 

Examples: 

1. She is a doctor. 

2. The sky became dark. 

3. The students seem confident. 

4. His explanation was very convincing. 
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The expressions a doctor, dark, confident, and very convincing function as subject 

complements. 

A subject complement may be a noun phrase, adjective phrase, or another appropriate 

constituent. 

Object complement 

An object complement identifies or describes the object. 

Examples: 

1. They elected Ravi president. 

2. We found the lecture interesting. 

3. The committee considered the proposal unacceptable. 

The expressions president, interesting, and unacceptable function as object complements. 

The distinction between an object and an object complement is important. In They elected 

Ravi president, Ravi is the object, while president identifies the position assigned to him. 

E. Adverbial (A) 

An adverbial is a clause element that provides information about circumstances such as time, 

place, manner, frequency, reason, or duration. Some adverbials are optional, while others are 

required by the construction. 

Examples: 

1. She arrived yesterday. 

2. The children played in the garden. 

3. He completed the work with great care. 

4. The meeting lasted for two hours. 

The bold expressions provide information about time, place, manner, and duration. 

An adverbial may be realized by an adverb, a prepositional phrase, or another type of 

constituent. 
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It is important to distinguish the grammatical category of an expression from its function. For 

example, in the garden is a prepositional phrase functioning as an adverbial of place. 

2.2.1.4 Summary of Clause Elements 

Element Symbol Function Example 

Subject S 
Identifies the entity about which something is 

stated 
The boy laughed. 

Verb/Predicator V/P Expresses an action, event, or state The boy laughed. 

Object O Completes a transitive verb construction She read the book. 

Complement C Identifies or describes a subject or object 
He became a 

teacher. 

Adverbial A Provides circumstantial information 
They waited 

outside. 

These elements form the basis for the analysis of clause patterns. 

2.2.2 Basic Clause Patterns 

2.2.2.1 Introduction 

English clauses follow recognizable structural patterns. These patterns depend on the verb 

and the elements that accompany it. The traditional system of clause-pattern analysis 

identifies seven common patterns: 

1. SV 

2. SVC 

3. SVA 

4. SVO 

5. SVOO 

6. SVOC 

7. SVOA 
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The symbols represent subject, verb, object, complement, and adverbial. 

These patterns are useful for describing common English constructions, although actual 

clause structures may be more complex and some grammatical frameworks analyse their 

constituents differently. 

2.2.2.2 The SV Pattern: Subject + Verb 

The SV pattern consists of a subject followed by a verb. It is commonly associated with 

intransitive verbs. 

Examples: 

1. The baby cried. 

2. Birds fly. 

3. The audience laughed. 

4. The sun disappeared. 

5. The students arrived. 

Analysis: 

The baby cried. 

• S: The baby 

• V: cried 

The verb cried does not require a direct object in this construction. 

Some SV clauses may contain additional optional elements. 

Example: 

The baby cried loudly. 

Here, loudly is an optional adverbial. The basic pattern remains SV. 

2.2.2.3 The SVC Pattern: Subject + Verb + Complement 

The SVC pattern contains a subject, a linking verb, and a subject complement. The 

complement identifies or describes the subject. 
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Examples: 

1. She is intelligent. 

2. Ravi became a doctor. 

3. The weather seems pleasant. 

4. The flowers look beautiful. 

5. His explanation was convincing. 

Analysis: 

Ravi became a doctor. 

• S: Ravi 

• V: became 

• C: a doctor 

The complement a doctor identifies Ravi's resulting status. 

Common linking verbs include be, become, seem, appear, remain, look, feel, and sound, 

depending on their use in the particular construction. 

Compare: 

• She looks happy. 

• She looked at the picture. 

In the first sentence, looks is a linking verb and happy is a subject complement. In the second, 

looked is used as an action verb followed by a prepositional phrase. 

Thus, the function of a verb must be determined from its context. 

2.2.2.4 The SVA Pattern: Subject + Verb + Adverbial 

The SVA pattern contains a subject, a verb, and an adverbial that is required or strongly 

expected by the construction. 

Examples: 

1. The children are in the garden. 
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2. She lives in Mumbai. 

3. The book is on the table. 

4. The meeting lasted for two hours. 

Analysis: 

She lives in Mumbai. 

• S: She 

• V: lives 

• A: in Mumbai 

The adverbial in Mumbai specifies the location associated with the verb lives. 

A distinction must be made between required adverbials and optional adjuncts. In She lives in 

Mumbai, the location is central to the intended description. By contrast, in She sang 

beautifully, beautifully is an optional manner adjunct, and the basic clause pattern is SV. 

2.2.2.5 The SVO Pattern: Subject + Verb + Object 

The SVO pattern contains a subject, a transitive verb, and a direct object. 

Examples: 

1. She reads books. 

2. The students completed the assignment. 

3. Ravi opened the door. 

4. The committee accepted the proposal. 

5. The child broke the glass. 

Analysis: 

The students completed the assignment. 

• S: The students 

• V: completed 

• O: the assignment 
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The object the assignment completes the transitive construction headed by completed. 

The direct object can frequently become the subject of a corresponding passive clause: 

Active: The students completed the assignment. 

Passive: The assignment was completed by the students. 

This relationship provides one useful diagnostic for identifying objects, although not every 

active clause permits a natural passive counterpart. 

2.2.2.6 The SVOO Pattern: Subject + Verb + Indirect Object + Direct Object 

The SVOO pattern contains a subject, a verb, an indirect object, and a direct object. It is 

commonly associated with verbs of giving, sending, showing, telling, and providing. 

Examples: 

1. The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

2. My father bought me a bicycle. 

3. She sent her friend a message. 

4. The librarian showed the children the new books. 

Analysis: 

The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

• S: The teacher 

• V: gave 

• Oi: the students 

• Od: an assignment 

Here, Oi represents the indirect object and Od the direct object. 

Many such constructions have an alternative form with a prepositional phrase. 

Compare: 

• She gave her friend a gift. 

• She gave a gift to her friend. 
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The first uses the SVOO pattern. The second generally follows an SVOA-style analysis in 

traditional clause-pattern grammar, with to her friend functioning as a prepositional 

complement or adverbial, depending on the framework. 

2.2.2.7 The SVOC Pattern: Subject + Verb + Object + Complement 

The SVOC pattern contains a subject, a verb, an object, and an object complement. The 

complement identifies, describes, or assigns a status to the object. 

Examples: 

1. They elected Ravi president. 

2. We found the examination difficult. 

3. The news made her happy. 

4. The committee considered the proposal unacceptable. 

Analysis: 

They elected Ravi president. 

• S: They 

• V: elected 

• O: Ravi 

• C: president 

The complement president identifies the position assigned to Ravi. 

In: 

We found the examination difficult. 

The object is the examination, while difficult is the object complement. It describes the 

examination, not the subject we. 

2.2.2.8 The SVOA Pattern: Subject + Verb + Object + Adverbial 

The SVOA pattern contains a subject, a verb, an object, and an adverbial. The adverbial is 

required or strongly expected by the particular construction. 

Examples: 
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1. She put the book on the table. 

2. They placed the chairs near the window. 

3. He kept the documents in the cupboard. 

4. The committee held the meeting in the auditorium. 

Analysis: 

She put the book on the table. 

• S: She 

• V: put 

• O: the book 

• A: on the table 

The expression on the table specifies the location in which the book was placed. In this use, 

the verb put requires a location expression to complete the intended construction. 

Compare: 

She read the book in the library. 

Here, in the library is an optional adjunct of place. The basic clause pattern is SVO, with an 

additional adverbial. 

2.2.2.9 Summary of Basic Clause Patterns 

Pattern Structure Example 

SV Subject + Verb The baby cried. 

SVC Subject + Verb + Complement She became a doctor. 

SVA Subject + Verb + Adverbial She lives in Pune. 

SVO Subject + Verb + Object He opened the door. 

SVOO Subject + Verb + Indirect Object + Direct Object She gave me a book. 

SVOC Subject + Verb + Object + Complement They elected him captain. 
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SVOA Subject + Verb + Object + Adverbial He put the bag on the chair. 

2.2.2.10 The Importance of Clause Patterns 

Clause patterns help students identify the grammatical relationships among the constituents 

of a sentence. They also demonstrate that verbs differ in the kinds of elements they require. 

For instance: 

• sleep commonly occurs in an SV pattern; 

• become commonly occurs in an SVC pattern; 

• read commonly occurs in an SVO pattern; 

• give may occur in an SVOO pattern; 

• elect may occur in an SVOC pattern; 

• put commonly requires an SVOA construction. 

These patterns are not rigid formulas that describe every possible use of a verb. A single verb 

may participate in more than one construction, and the grammatical pattern depends on its 

meaning and use in context. 

Check Your Progress I 

Answer the following questions. 

1. Define a clause. 

2. Distinguish between a phrase and a clause. 

3. What are the five principal elements of a clause? 

4. Identify the subject and verb in the sentence: The children laughed loudly. 

5. What is the difference between a direct object and an indirect object? 

6. Identify the complement in: The students became confident. 

7. Analyse the clause pattern of: The teacher explained the lesson. 

8. Identify the pattern in: They elected Ravi captain. 

9. Analyse the sentence: She put the keys on the table. 
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10. Distinguish between a complement and an optional adverbial. 

2.3 Subject Matter–II 

2.3.1 Classes of Clauses 

Clauses may be classified according to their grammatical form, communicative function, 

relationship with other clauses, and internal structure. This section focuses on declarative, 

interrogative, and imperative clauses, followed by the distinction between active and passive 

clauses. 

The three clause types discussed here are primarily associated with the communicative 

functions of statements, questions, and commands or requests. Their grammatical form may 

differ even when they express similar meanings. 

2.3.1.1 Declarative Clauses 

Definition 

A declarative clause is a clause typically used to make a statement, assertion, explanation, or 

claim. In ordinary English, its unmarked form generally places the subject before the verb. 

Examples: 

1. The students are preparing for the examination. 

2. She speaks English fluently. 

3. The earth revolves around the sun. 

4. The lecture was informative. 

5. The committee has approved the proposal. 

In each example, the clause presents information about a person, event, or situation. 

Structure of Declarative Clauses 

A typical declarative clause follows the order: 

Subject + Predicate 

For example: 

The lecturer explained the theory. 
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• Subject: The lecturer 

• Predicate: explained the theory 

The predicate contains the verb explained and its object the theory. 

Declarative clauses may also contain subordinate clauses. 

Example: 

The students understood the lesson because the teacher explained it clearly. 

The sentence contains: 

• Main clause: The students understood the lesson 

• Subordinate clause: because the teacher explained it clearly 

The main clause makes the principal assertion, while the subordinate clause provides the 

reason. 

Negative Declarative Clauses 

Declarative clauses may be negative. 

Examples: 

• She does not understand the question. 

• They have not completed the assignment. 

• The students were not present. 

• He never arrives late. 

Negation is commonly expressed through not, never, and other negative expressions. In 

clauses containing auxiliary verbs, not generally follows the first auxiliary. 

When no auxiliary is present in the affirmative clause, English commonly uses do-support. 

Compare: 

• She likes coffee. 

• She does not like coffee. 

The second clause contains the auxiliary does, followed by not and the base form like. 
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Functions of Declarative Clauses 

Declarative clauses may be used to: 

1. State facts: Water boils at a suitable temperature under standard conditions. 

2. Express opinions: I believe the argument is convincing. 

3. Give explanations: The meeting was cancelled because the speaker was absent. 

4. Report information: The principal announced that the examination would begin at 

ten. 

Although declarative clauses are generally associated with statements, their communicative 

force can vary according to context, intonation, and discourse purpose. 

2.3.1.2 Interrogative Clauses 

Definition 

An interrogative clause is a clause typically used to ask a question. English distinguishes 

several interrogative constructions, including yes/no questions, wh-questions, alternative 

questions, and question-tag constructions. 

A. Yes/No Interrogatives 

These questions typically expect an answer such as yes or no. 

Examples: 

• Are you ready? 

• Have they completed the assignment? 

• Does she speak French? 

• Can he solve the problem? 

In ordinary English, yes/no questions commonly involve subject–auxiliary inversion, in 

which the auxiliary precedes the subject. 

Compare: 

Declarative: She is ready. 

Interrogative: Is she ready? 
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The auxiliary is precedes the subject she in the interrogative clause. 

When the declarative clause contains no auxiliary, do-support is commonly required. 

Declarative: She likes music. 

Interrogative: Does she like music? 

The main verb appears in its base form, like, after does. 

B. Wh-Interrogatives 

Wh-interrogatives begin with an interrogative expression such as who, whom, whose, what, 

which, when, where, why, or how. 

Examples: 

• What are you reading? 

• Where does she live? 

• Why did they leave early? 

• Who wrote this poem? 

• Which book did you purchase? 

The interrogative expression asks for particular information. 

In many wh-questions, the interrogative expression occurs at the beginning of the clause. 

However, subject questions do not ordinarily require subject–auxiliary inversion. 

Compare: 

• Who wrote the letter? 

• Who did you invite? 

In the first example, who is the subject of wrote. In the second, who is the object of invite, and 

the auxiliary did precedes the subject you. 

C. Alternative Interrogatives 

Alternative interrogatives present two or more alternatives. 

Examples: 
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• Would you like tea or coffee? 

• Are they travelling by bus or by train? 

• Should we meet today or tomorrow? 

These questions invite the respondent to select from the alternatives provided. 

D. Tag Questions 

A tag question is a short interrogative construction added to a statement. 

Examples: 

• She is a student, isn't she? 

• They have arrived, haven't they? 

• You don't know him, do you? 

• He can swim, can't he? 

Tag questions commonly contain an auxiliary verb and a pronoun corresponding to the 

subject of the preceding clause. Their polarity is often reversed: an affirmative statement is 

followed by a negative tag, and a negative statement by an affirmative tag. 

Functions of Interrogative Clauses 

Interrogative clauses may be used to: 

1. Request information. 

2. Ask for confirmation. 

3. Offer alternatives. 

4. Express surprise or disbelief. 

5. Make polite requests. 

For example, Could you open the window? is grammatically interrogative but commonly 

functions as a polite request. 

Thus, grammatical form and communicative function must be distinguished. 

2.3.1.3 Imperative Clauses 
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Definition 

An imperative clause is a clause typically used to express a command, instruction, request, 

invitation, warning, or advice. 

Examples: 

• Open the door. 

• Please sit down. 

• Read the passage carefully. 

• Do not make unnecessary noise. 

• Let us begin the discussion. 

Imperative clauses commonly have an unexpressed subject understood as you. 

For example: 

Close the window. 

The understood subject is you, even though it is not explicitly stated. 

Structure of Imperative Clauses 

The basic imperative construction generally uses the base form of the verb. 

Examples: 

• Write your name. 

• Follow the instructions. 

• Complete the exercise. 

• Listen carefully. 

The verb appears in its base form, without the usual third-person singular agreement marking. 

Compare: 

• Declarative: She writes carefully. 

• Imperative: Write carefully. 

Negative Imperatives 
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Negative imperatives commonly use do not or its contracted form don't. 

Examples: 

• Do not touch the equipment. 

• Don't speak loudly. 

• Do not enter the laboratory. 

• Don't forget your assignment. 

The auxiliary do combines with not, followed by the base form of the main verb. 

Imperatives with Let 

The construction let may be used to express suggestions, permissions, or instructions. 

Examples: 

• Let us discuss the problem. 

• Let him speak. 

• Let the students enter the classroom. 

The interpretation of let constructions depends on their structure and context. For example, 

Let us begin commonly expresses a suggestion involving the speaker and the hearer. 

Politeness in Imperative Clauses 

Imperatives may sound direct, but politeness can be conveyed through expressions such as 

please, kindly, or other contextual devices. 

Examples: 

• Please submit your assignment tomorrow. 

• Kindly wait outside the office. 

• Please follow the instructions carefully. 

The grammatical form remains imperative, while the additional expressions influence the 

interpersonal tone. 

Comparison of Declarative, Interrogative, and Imperative Clauses 
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Clause type Typical function Example 

Declarative Statement She is reading a book. 

Interrogative Question Is she reading a book? 

Imperative Command or request Read the book. 

These categories are useful for introductory analysis. Other clause types, including 

exclamative clauses, are also recognized in broader grammatical descriptions, although they 

are not treated as a separate section in the present syllabus. 

2.3.2 Active and Passive Clauses 

2.3.2.1 Introduction 

Voice is a grammatical category that concerns the relationship between the subject and the 

event or action expressed by the verb. English distinguishes active and passive constructions. 

In an active clause, the subject commonly corresponds to the agent or initiator of an action. In 

a passive clause, the subject commonly corresponds to the entity affected by the action. 

Compare: 

Active: The teacher praised the student. 

Passive: The student was praised by the teacher. 

Both sentences describe a similar event, but their grammatical organization differs. In the 

active clause, the teacher is the subject and the student is the object. In the passive clause, the 

student becomes the subject, and the agent is expressed in the prepositional phrase by the 

teacher. 

2.3.2.2 Active Clauses 

An active clause is a clause in which the verb occurs in the active voice. With a typical 

transitive verb, the subject commonly represents the agent or initiator, and the object 

represents the entity affected by the action. 

Examples: 

1. The students completed the project. 
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2. The police arrested the suspect. 

3. The author wrote the novel. 

4. The committee approved the proposal. 

In these sentences, the subjects perform or initiate the actions described by the verbs. 

However, the subject of an active clause does not always represent a deliberate agent. 

Example: 

The storm destroyed the building. 

Here, the storm is the grammatical subject, but it is not an intentional agent. Therefore, 

grammatical subjecthood must be distinguished from semantic agency. 

2.3.2.3 Passive Clauses 

A passive clause commonly consists of a form of the auxiliary verb be followed by the past 

participle of a lexical verb. 

Examples: 

• The project was completed. 

• The suspect was arrested. 

• The novel was written by the author. 

• The proposal has been approved. 

In passive constructions, the entity affected by the action commonly occupies the subject 

position. 

The agent may be expressed in a by-phrase or omitted. 

Examples: 

• The building was constructed in 1990. 

• The examination papers were evaluated by the teachers. 

• The proposal has been accepted. 
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The passive voice is particularly useful when the agent is unknown, unimportant, obvious 

from context, or less relevant than the action or its result. 

2.3.2.4 Formation of the Passive Voice 

A typical active-to-passive transformation involves the following changes: 

1. The active object becomes the passive subject. 

2. The verb is changed to a passive construction using an appropriate form of be and the 

past participle. 

3. The active subject may be expressed as an agent in a by-phrase. 

4. The tense and aspect of the original construction are preserved as far as the 

corresponding passive form permits. 

Consider: 

Active: The teacher explains the lesson. 

Passive: The lesson is explained by the teacher. 

The active object the lesson becomes the passive subject. The verb changes from explains to 

is explained. 

2.3.2.5 Active and Passive Forms Across Tenses 

Tense or aspect Active clause Passive clause 

Present simple They write the letters. The letters are written by them. 

Past simple They wrote the letters. The letters were written by them. 

Present continuous They are writing the letters. The letters are being written by them. 

Past continuous They were writing the letters. The letters were being written by them. 

Present perfect They have written the letters. The letters have been written by them. 

Past perfect They had written the letters. The letters had been written by them. 

Future with will They will write the letters. The letters will be written by them. 
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These examples illustrate how the passive construction changes while preserving the 

principal temporal and aspectual information. 

Some passive forms, especially combinations involving several auxiliaries, may be 

grammatically possible but stylistically cumbersome. Actual usage depends on the verb and 

context. 

2.3.2.6 Passive Constructions with Two Objects 

Some verbs occur with two objects in active clauses. 

Active: The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

Two passive possibilities may be available: 

1. The students were given an assignment by the teacher. 

2. An assignment was given to the students by the teacher. 

The first construction makes the indirect object the students the passive subject. The second 

makes the direct object an assignment the passive subject. 

The availability and naturalness of such alternatives depend on the verb and construction. 

2.3.2.7 Verbs That Do Not Normally Form Passives 

Intransitive verbs do not ordinarily form passive clauses because they lack a direct object that 

can become the passive subject. 

Examples: 

• The baby slept. 

• The children arrived. 

• The audience laughed. 

These clauses do not normally have corresponding passives such as The baby was slept or 

The children were arrived. 

Some verbs that do not take direct objects can occur in special passive-like constructions, but 

these are limited and should not be confused with the ordinary transitive passive. 

2.3.2.8 Uses of the Passive Voice 
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The passive voice is common in academic, scientific, administrative, and formal writing. 

A. Emphasis on the affected entity 

The experiment was conducted under controlled conditions. 

The emphasis falls on the experiment rather than on the researcher. 

B. Omission of an unknown agent 

The window was broken last night. 

The identity of the person responsible is not stated. 

C. Emphasis on the process or result 

The samples were analysed in the laboratory. 

The sentence foregrounds the procedure. 

D. Formal reporting 

The findings were published in an academic journal. 

The passive construction emphasizes the findings and their publication. 

The passive voice is not inherently more formal or more objective than the active voice. Its 

appropriateness depends on the communicative purpose and the information that the writer 

wishes to foreground. 

2.3.2.9 Active and Passive Voice Compared 

Active voice Passive voice 

The subject commonly represents the agent 

or initiator. 

The subject commonly represents the affected 

entity. 

The object, where present, follows the verb. 
The active object commonly becomes the 

passive subject. 

The main verb occurs in an active 

construction. 
The verb commonly uses be + past participle. 

Example: The students solved the problem. Example: The problem was solved by the 



Page 74 
 

B. A. III Sem-III Paper: Introduction to Syntax                                                    Mr. Sachin S. Gadhire 

 

students. 

The distinction between active and passive voice concerns grammatical structure and the 

organization of information. It does not necessarily change the basic event being described. 

Check Your Progress II 

Answer the following questions. 

1. Define a declarative clause and give two examples. 

2. What is the difference between a declarative clause and an interrogative clause? 

3. Explain the formation of yes/no interrogatives. 

4. What are wh-interrogatives? Give three examples. 

5. Define an imperative clause and explain its grammatical structure. 

6. How are negative imperative clauses formed? 

7. Define active and passive voice. 

8. Change the following sentence into the passive voice: The students completed the 

assignment. 

9. Explain why intransitive verbs do not normally form passive clauses. 

10. State three important uses of the passive voice. 

2.4 Subject Matter–III 

2.4.1 Complex Sentences 

2.4.1.1 Definition 

A complex sentence is traditionally defined as a sentence containing one main clause and at 

least one subordinate clause. The subordinate clause depends grammatically on the main 

clause or functions as a constituent within it. 

Examples: 

1. I stayed at home because it was raining. 

2. When the lecture ended, the students left the classroom. 



Page 75 
 

B. A. III Sem-III Paper: Introduction to Syntax                                                    Mr. Sachin S. Gadhire 

 

3. The book that you recommended is useful. 

4. She believes that he is honest. 

In the first example, I stayed at home is the main clause, and because it was raining is the 

subordinate clause. 

In the second example, When the lecture ended is the subordinate clause, while the students 

left the classroom is the main clause. 

In the third example, that you recommended is a relative clause modifying the book. 

In the fourth example, that he is honest is a subordinate content clause functioning as the 

complement of believes. 

These examples demonstrate that subordinate clauses can perform different grammatical 

functions. 

2.4.1.2 Main and Subordinate Clauses 

Main clause 

A main clause is an independent clause that can ordinarily function as a complete sentence. 

Examples: 

• The students completed the assignment. 

• She arrived early. 

• The lecturer explained the theory. 

Subordinate clause 

A subordinate clause is a clause that functions within a larger grammatical construction or 

depends on another clause. 

Examples: 

• because the students were prepared; 

• when the lecture ended; 

• who won the competition; 

• that she was absent. 
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These expressions do not all perform the same function. Some provide circumstances, some 

modify nouns, and others complete the meaning of a verb or adjective. 

A subordinate clause may contain its own subject and predicate, as in because the students 

were prepared. It may also be non-finite, as in to complete the assignment on time. 

2.4.1.3 Types of Subordinate Clauses 

Subordinate clauses are commonly classified according to their grammatical function. 

A. Noun or Content Clauses 

A noun clause is traditionally understood as a subordinate clause performing a function 

similar to that of a noun phrase. In contemporary grammatical descriptions, many such 

constructions are called content clauses. 

Examples: 

1. What she said surprised everyone. 

2. I know that he is honest. 

3. She asked whether the train had arrived. 

4. We could not understand why he left early. 

In the first example, what she said functions as the subject. 

In the second, that he is honest is the complement of know. 

In the third, whether the train had arrived is the complement of asked. 

In the fourth, why he left early functions as the complement of understand. 

Noun or content clauses can function as subjects, objects, and complements, depending on 

their construction. 

B. Adjective or Relative Clauses 

An adjective clause, commonly called a relative clause, modifies a noun phrase or identifies 

its referent. 

Examples: 

1. The student who won the prize is my friend. 
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2. The book that you gave me is interesting. 

3. The woman whose son studies abroad is a professor. 

4. The house which stands near the river is very old. 

The relative clauses provide additional information about the nouns student, book, woman, 

and house. 

Relative clauses may be restrictive or non-restrictive. 

Restrictive relative clause 

Students who submit their assignments on time will receive feedback. 

The relative clause identifies the students being discussed. 

Non-restrictive relative clause 

My brother, who lives in Pune, is visiting us. 

The relative clause adds supplementary information about the brother. In writing, it is 

commonly set off by commas. 

C. Adverbial Clauses 

Adverbial clauses provide information about circumstances such as time, reason, condition, 

concession, purpose, and result. 

Clause of time 

When the bell rang, the students left. 

Clause of reason 

She stayed at home because she was ill. 

Clause of condition 

If you work hard, you will succeed. 

Clause of concession 

Although it was raining, the match continued. 

Clause of purpose 
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He spoke slowly so that everyone could understand. 

Clause of result 

She was so tired that she fell asleep immediately. 

These clauses are introduced by subordinators or subordinating expressions such as when, 

because, if, although, so that, and so...that. 

2.4.1.4 Coordination and Subordination 

Coordination and subordination are two important methods of combining clauses. 

Coordination links grammatical units of equivalent status. 

Example: 

The students prepared for the examination, and the teacher revised the important topics. 

The two independent clauses are joined by the coordinating conjunction and. 

Other coordinating conjunctions include but, or, nor, for, so, and yet, although their functions 

differ. 

Subordination establishes a relationship in which one clause functions within or depends on 

another clause. 

Example: 

The students prepared for the examination because the teacher announced the date. 

The clause because the teacher announced the date is subordinate to the main clause. 

The distinction is important because a sentence containing coordinated independent clauses is 

traditionally classified as compound, whereas a sentence containing a main clause and at least 

one subordinate clause is classified as complex. 

A sentence may also contain both coordination and subordination, producing a compound-

complex structure. 

2.4.1.5 Structural Analysis of Complex Sentences 

Consider: 
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Although the examination was difficult, the students completed it because they had prepared 

thoroughly. 

The sentence contains three clauses: 

1. Although the examination was difficult — subordinate concessive clause. 

2. The students completed it — main clause. 

3. Because they had prepared thoroughly — subordinate reason clause. 

The main clause expresses the central event. The first subordinate clause establishes a 

contrast, while the second explains the reason for the students' success. 

Another example: 

The book that the professor recommended is useful because it explains the theory clearly. 

The principal clauses and phrases can be analysed as follows: 

• Main clause: The book that the professor recommended is useful because it explains 

the theory clearly. 

• Relative clause: that the professor recommended 

• Adverbial clause of reason: because it explains the theory clearly 

The relative clause modifies the book, while the reason clause provides an explanation for the 

judgement that the book is useful. 

This example illustrates how a sentence may contain more than one subordinate clause, each 

performing a distinct grammatical function. 

2.4.1.6 The Importance of Complex Sentences 

Complex sentences enable writers to establish logical relationships among ideas. They 

express cause, contrast, condition, purpose, time, and other relationships without requiring 

every proposition to be stated in a separate sentence. 

They are especially important in academic writing because arguments often involve the 

explanation of reasons, the qualification of claims, the presentation of evidence, and the 

identification of conditions. 

Compare: 
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The experiment failed. The researchers had not controlled the temperature. 

A more integrated construction is: 

The experiment failed because the researchers had not controlled the temperature. 

The second sentence explicitly establishes the causal relationship between the two situations. 

However, complexity should not be confused with quality. Effective academic writing 

requires clear and appropriate clause relationships rather than unnecessarily long sentences. 

2.4.2 Tensed (Finite) and Non-finite Clauses 

2.4.2.1 Introduction 

Clauses may be classified according to the grammatical properties of their verbs. One 

important distinction is between finite and non-finite clauses. 

A finite clause contains a verb form associated with tense and, where applicable, subject–

verb agreement. 

A non-finite clause contains a non-finite verb form, such as an infinitive, an -ing form, or a 

past participle, which does not independently mark tense in the same way as a finite verb. 

This distinction is essential because clauses may be structurally similar while differing in 

their verbal properties and grammatical functions. 

2.4.2.2 Finite Clauses 

Finite clauses contain a finite verb. In English, finite verbs commonly express present or past 

tense, and some finite verb forms show subject–verb agreement. 

Examples: 

1. She writes every day. 

2. They write every day. 

3. He completed the assignment. 

4. The students are preparing for the examination. 

5. Because she was ill, she stayed at home. 
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In the first two examples, the difference between writes and write reflects subject–verb 

agreement in the present tense. 

In the third example, completed marks past tense. 

In the fourth example, are preparing contains the finite auxiliary are, while preparing is a 

non-finite -ing form. 

In the fifth example, both was and stayed are finite verb forms within their respective clauses. 

2.4.2.3 Characteristics of Finite Clauses 

Finite clauses commonly have the following characteristics: 

1. They contain a finite verb. 

2. They can express tense. 

3. Their finite verbs may show agreement with the subject. 

4. They can function as independent clauses or subordinate clauses. 

5. They commonly express statements, questions, commands, and other communicative 

functions. 

Examples: 

• She speaks English fluently. 

• Did they finish the work? 

• Although the weather was bad, we continued the journey. 

• I know that she is honest. 

Finite clauses are not necessarily independent. The clauses introduced by although and that in 

the examples above are subordinate finite clauses. 

2.4.2.4 Non-finite Clauses 

Non-finite clauses contain verbs that do not independently express tense in the same way as 

finite verbs. They commonly use infinitival, -ing, or past-participle forms. 

Examples: 

• To complete the assignment on time. 
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• Reading books regularly. 

• Having finished the examination. 

• Written in simple English. 

These expressions do not all function independently as complete sentences. Their 

grammatical role depends on the larger construction in which they occur. 

For example: 

To complete the assignment on time requires discipline. 

The infinitival clause to complete the assignment on time functions as the subject of the 

sentence. 

In: 

Reading books regularly improves vocabulary. 

The -ing clause reading books regularly functions as the subject. 

In: 

Having finished the examination, the students left the hall. 

The perfect participial clause having finished the examination establishes the prior 

completion of the examination in relation to the students' departure. 

2.4.2.5 Types of Non-finite Clauses 

A. To-infinitive Clauses 

A to-infinitive clause contains the infinitival marker to followed by the base form of the verb. 

Examples: 

1. To learn a language requires practice. 

2. She wants to become a teacher. 

3. He went to the library to borrow a book. 

4. The students were eager to participate in the discussion. 

The infinitival clause may function as a subject, complement, or purpose adjunct. 
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In the first example, it functions as the subject. In the second, it is the complement of wants. 

In the third, it expresses purpose. 

B. Bare Infinitive Clauses 

A bare infinitive clause contains the base form of the verb without to. 

Examples: 

1. She made him apologize. 

2. We saw the children cross the road. 

3. You should read the instructions. 

Bare infinitives commonly occur after modal auxiliaries and certain verbs of perception or 

causation. 

In You should read the instructions, read is the bare infinitive following the modal auxiliary 

should. The entire construction forms a finite clause because should is finite in this use. 

The distinction between the form of a verb and the status of the whole clause is important. A 

clause containing a non-finite verb form may be embedded within a larger finite clause. 

C. -ing Clauses 

An -ing clause contains a verb in the -ing form. 

Examples: 

1. Reading extensively improves vocabulary. 

2. I enjoy reading novels. 

3. Walking along the river, she met an old friend. 

4. The students waiting outside the classroom were called in. 

The first example contains an -ing clause functioning as the subject. The second contains an -

ing clause functioning as the complement of enjoy. The third contains a supplementary 

participial clause. The fourth contains an -ing clause modifying the noun phrase the students. 

The grammatical functions of -ing clauses depend on their syntactic position and 

interpretation. 
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D. Past-Participle Clauses 

Past-participle clauses contain a past-participle form of a verb. 

Examples: 

1. Written in simple language, the book is easy to understand. 

2. Exhausted by the journey, the travellers rested. 

3. The documents submitted yesterday have been examined. 

These constructions often have passive or resultative interpretations. The first participial 

clause indicates the condition or manner associated with the book's preparation, while the 

second describes the travellers' condition. The third modifies the noun documents. 

2.4.2.6 Finite and Non-finite Clauses Compared 

Finite clause Non-finite clause 

Contains a finite verb form. Contains a non-finite verb form. 

Can express tense through the finite verb. 
Does not independently mark tense in 

the same way. 

Commonly has an overt subject, though imperative 

clauses may omit it. 

May have an overt or understood 

subject. 

Example: She completed the assignment. 
Example: To complete the assignment 

on time. 

Example: Because he was tired. Example: Being tired. 

The table presents the general distinction. Non-finite clauses can contain subjects in certain 

constructions, and their interpretation may indicate time relationships through aspect, context, 

or their relationship with a main clause. 

2.4.2.7 Finite and Non-finite Clauses in Complex Sentences 

Finite and non-finite clauses may occur within the same sentence. 

Consider: 

Although she was tired, she continued working to complete the assignment. 
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The sentence contains: 

• Although she was tired — finite subordinate clause. 

• she continued working — main finite clause, with working in an -ing complement 

construction. 

• to complete the assignment — non-finite infinitival clause expressing purpose. 

The finite clauses contain verbs associated with tense, while the infinitival clause expresses 

purpose without independently marking tense. 

Another example: 

Having completed the assignment, the students went home. 

The participial clause having completed the assignment is non-finite. The main clause the 

students went home is finite. 

The participial clause indicates that the completion of the assignment occurred before the 

students' departure. 

2.4.2.8 Subject Expressions in Non-finite Clauses 

The subject of a non-finite clause may be understood from the main clause or expressed 

overtly. 

Subject understood from the main clause 

She hopes to win the competition. 

The understood subject of to win the competition is she. 

Overt subject in an infinitival construction 

For the students to finish the work on time would be difficult. 

The infinitival clause contains the overt subject the students. 

Overt subject in an -ing clause 

I objected to his leaving early. 
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The expression his leaving early contains a possessive form associated with the subject of the 

-ing clause. Contemporary usage also permits other subject forms in relevant -ing 

constructions, depending on context and register. 

These examples demonstrate that non-finite clauses are not simply incomplete sentences. 

They have their own internal structure and can perform a variety of syntactic functions. 

2.4.2.9 Importance of the Finite and Non-finite Distinction 

The distinction between finite and non-finite clauses helps explain how English organizes 

information and combines events within sentences. 

Finite clauses commonly provide the principal assertion or establish the temporal framework 

of a sentence. Non-finite clauses frequently function as complements, modifiers, or adjuncts 

and enable writers to express related information economically. 

Compare: 

After she completed the assignment, she submitted it. 

After completing the assignment, she submitted it. 

The first sentence contains a finite subordinate clause, after she completed the assignment. 

The second contains a non-finite -ing clause, after completing the assignment. Both express a 

temporal relationship, but their grammatical structures differ. 

The choice between finite and non-finite constructions depends on grammatical requirements, 

meaning, style, and the relationship between the clauses. 

Check Your Progress III 

Answer the following questions. 

1. Define a complex sentence. 

2. Distinguish between a main clause and a subordinate clause. 

3. What is a noun or content clause? Give two examples. 

4. Explain the function of a relative clause. 

5. What are adverbial clauses? Give four types with examples. 

6. Distinguish between coordination and subordination. 
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7. Define a finite clause and explain its principal characteristics. 

8. What is a non-finite clause? 

9. Identify the non-finite clause in: To learn English requires regular practice. 

10. Distinguish between a finite subordinate clause and a non-finite subordinate clause 

with examples. 

2.5 Summary 

A clause is a grammatical unit organized around a predicate and typically containing a verb. 

It is a fundamental unit of syntax because clauses express propositions and provide the 

structures through which sentences are formed. 

The principal elements of a clause are subject, verb or predicator, object, complement, and 

adverbial. These elements combine in recognizable patterns, including SV, SVC, SVA, SVO, 

SVOO, SVOC, and SVOA. The patterns depend on the grammatical and semantic properties 

of the verb and the constituents associated with it. 

Clauses may also be classified according to their communicative functions. Declarative 

clauses commonly make statements, interrogative clauses ask questions, and imperative 

clauses express commands, requests, instructions, or suggestions. 

Voice is another important grammatical distinction. Active clauses typically present the agent 

or initiator as the subject, whereas passive clauses commonly present the affected entity as 

the subject. Passive constructions are formed through an appropriate auxiliary construction 

and a past participle. 

Complex sentences contain a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. Subordinate 

clauses may function as noun or content clauses, relative clauses, or adverbial clauses. 

Coordination links constituents of equivalent grammatical status, while subordination 

establishes a dependent relationship. 

Finally, clauses may be finite or non-finite. Finite clauses contain finite verb forms associated 

with tense and, where applicable, agreement. Non-finite clauses contain infinitival, -ing, or 

past-participle forms and commonly function as complements, modifiers, or adjuncts. 

The study of these structures provides a foundation for the systematic analysis of English 

syntax and the development of advanced grammatical competence. 
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2.6 Terms to Remember 

1. Syntax: The study of the structure and organization of phrases, clauses, and 

sentences. 

2. Clause: A grammatical unit organized around a predicate. 

3. Subject: The principal grammatical element about which a clause makes a statement 

in a typical declarative construction. 

4. Predicator: The verbal element at the centre of the predicate. 

5. Object: A clause element associated with a transitive verb. 

6. Complement: An element that completes or characterizes the meaning of another 

constituent. 

7. Adverbial: A clause element expressing circumstances such as time, place, manner, 

reason, or duration. 

8. Clause pattern: A structural arrangement of clause elements. 

9. Declarative clause: A clause typically used to make a statement. 

10. Interrogative clause: A clause typically used to ask a question. 

11. Imperative clause: A clause typically used to express a command, request, 

instruction, or suggestion. 

12. Voice: A grammatical category concerning the relationship between the subject and 

the event expressed by the verb. 

13. Active voice: A verbal construction in which the subject occupies the subject position 

of an active clause. 

14. Passive voice: A verbal construction commonly formed with an auxiliary and a past 

participle, in which the affected entity often becomes the subject. 

15. Main clause: An independent clause that can ordinarily function as a complete 

sentence. 

16. Subordinate clause: A clause functioning within or depending on another 

grammatical construction. 
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17. Complex sentence: A sentence containing a main clause and at least one subordinate 

clause. 

18. Content clause: A subordinate clause functioning as a subject, object, or complement, 

among other possibilities. 

19. Relative clause: A subordinate clause that modifies or identifies a noun phrase. 

20. Adverbial clause: A subordinate clause expressing a circumstantial relationship such 

as time, reason, condition, or concession. 

21. Coordination: The grammatical linking of units of equivalent status. 

22. Subordination: A grammatical relationship in which one constituent depends on or 

functions within another. 

23. Finite clause: A clause containing a finite verb form. 

24. Non-finite clause: A clause containing a non-finite verb form. 

25. Infinitive: A non-finite verb form occurring with to or, in appropriate constructions, 

without it. 

26. Participle: A non-finite verb form, including -ing and past-participle forms. 

27. Tense: A grammatical category associated with temporal reference. 

28. Complement selection: The grammatical requirements governing the complements 

that may occur with a head, particularly a verb. 

29. Transitive verb: A verb that takes an object in the relevant construction. 

30. Intransitive verb: A verb that does not take a direct object in the relevant 

construction. 

2.7 Answers to Check Your Progress 

Answers to Check Your Progress I 

1. Define a clause. 

A clause is a grammatical unit organized around a predicate and typically containing a verb. 

A finite clause usually contains a subject, although imperative clauses may have an 

understood subject. 
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2. Distinguish between a phrase and a clause. 

A phrase is organized around a head and does not necessarily contain a subject–predicate 

relationship. A clause is organized around a predicate and typically contains a verb. 

Example: the clever student is a noun phrase, whereas the student answered the question is a 

clause. 

3. What are the five principal elements of a clause? 

The five principal elements are subject, verb or predicator, object, complement, and 

adverbial. 

4. Identify the subject and verb in “The children laughed loudly.” 

• Subject: The children 

• Verb: laughed 

• Adverbial: loudly 

5. What is the difference between a direct object and an indirect object? 

A direct object is the object directly associated with the verb's action or meaning. An indirect 

object commonly identifies the recipient or beneficiary. 

Example: She gave her friend a book. 

• Indirect object: her friend 

• Direct object: a book 

6. Identify the complement in “The students became confident.” 

The complement is confident, an adjective functioning as a subject complement. 

7. Analyse the clause pattern of “The teacher explained the lesson.” 

• S: The teacher 

• V: explained 

• O: the lesson 

Pattern: SVO. 
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8. Identify the pattern in “They elected Ravi captain.” 

• S: They 

• V: elected 

• O: Ravi 

• C: captain 

Pattern: SVOC. 

9. Analyse “She put the keys on the table.” 

• S: She 

• V: put 

• O: the keys 

• A: on the table 

Pattern: SVOA. 

10. Distinguish between a complement and an optional adverbial. 

A complement completes or is closely associated with the grammatical requirements of a 

head. An optional adverbial provides supplementary information. 

Compare: 

• She put the book on the table. — The location is required for the intended use of put. 

• She read the book in the library. — The location is optional. 

Answers to Check Your Progress II 

1. Define a declarative clause and give two examples. 

A declarative clause is typically used to make a statement. 

Examples: 

• She studies English. 

• The students completed the work. 

2. What is the difference between a declarative clause and an interrogative clause? 
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A declarative clause typically makes a statement, while an interrogative clause typically asks 

a question. 

Example: 

• Declarative: She is ready. 

• Interrogative: Is she ready? 

3. Explain the formation of yes/no interrogatives. 

Yes/no interrogatives commonly place the auxiliary verb before the subject. 

Example: 

• Declarative: They have arrived. 

• Interrogative: Have they arrived? 

When no auxiliary is present, do-support is commonly used. 

Example: She likes tea becomes Does she like tea? 

4. What are wh-interrogatives? 

Wh-interrogatives begin with expressions such as who, what, where, when, why, and how. 

Examples: 

• Where do you live? 

• Why did she leave? 

• What are you reading? 

5. Define an imperative clause and explain its grammatical structure. 

An imperative clause expresses a command, request, instruction, or suggestion. It commonly 

uses the base form of the verb and has an understood subject you. 

Example: Open the window. 

6. How are negative imperative clauses formed? 

Negative imperative clauses commonly use do not or don't followed by the base form of the 

verb. 
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Example: Do not enter the room. 

7. Define active and passive voice. 

Active voice presents a clause in the active verbal construction. Passive voice commonly uses 

an auxiliary and a past participle, with the affected entity often occupying the subject 

position. 

8. Change “The students completed the assignment” into the passive voice. 

The assignment was completed by the students. 

9. Explain why intransitive verbs do not normally form passive clauses. 

Intransitive verbs do not take a direct object in the relevant construction. Therefore, they 

generally lack the object that becomes the subject in an ordinary passive transformation. 

Example: The baby slept does not normally form the passive The baby was slept. 

10. State three important uses of the passive voice. 

The passive voice can: 

• Emphasize the affected entity. 

• Omit an unknown or unimportant agent. 

• Focus on a process or result, particularly in academic and scientific writing. 

Answers to Check Your Progress III 

1. Define a complex sentence. 

A complex sentence is traditionally defined as a sentence containing one main clause and at 

least one subordinate clause. 

Example: I stayed at home because it was raining. 

2. Distinguish between a main clause and a subordinate clause. 

A main clause can ordinarily function independently as a sentence. A subordinate clause 

functions within or depends on a larger grammatical construction. 

3. What is a noun or content clause? 
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A noun or content clause is a subordinate clause that performs a function similar to a noun 

phrase. 

Examples: 

• What she said surprised everyone. 

• I know that he is honest. 

4. Explain the function of a relative clause. 

A relative clause modifies or identifies a noun phrase. 

Example: The student who won the prize is my friend. 

The relative clause who won the prize identifies the student. 

5. What are adverbial clauses? Give four types. 

Adverbial clauses express circumstantial relationships. 

Examples: 

• Time: When the bell rang, the students left. 

• Reason: She stayed home because she was ill. 

• Condition: If you work hard, you will succeed. 

• Concession: Although it was raining, we continued. 

6. Distinguish between coordination and subordination. 

Coordination links units of equivalent grammatical status, as in She studied, and he worked. 

Subordination establishes a dependent relationship, as in She studied because she had an 

examination. 

7. Define a finite clause. 

A finite clause contains a finite verb form associated with tense and, where applicable, 

subject–verb agreement. 

Example: She completed the assignment. 

8. What is a non-finite clause? 
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A non-finite clause contains a non-finite verb form, such as an infinitive, an -ing form, or a 

past participle. 

Example: To learn English requires practice. 

9. Identify the non-finite clause in “To learn English requires regular practice.” 

The non-finite clause is To learn English. It functions as the subject of the sentence. 

10. Distinguish between finite and non-finite subordinate clauses. 

A finite subordinate clause contains a finite verb, while a non-finite subordinate clause 

contains a non-finite verb form. 

Examples: 

• Finite: because she was tired 

• Non-finite: being tired 

2.8 Exercises 

A. Short-Answer Questions 

1. Define a clause. 

2. What is the difference between a phrase and a clause? 

3. Explain the functions of the subject and predicator. 

4. What is an object complement? 

5. Define the SVC clause pattern. 

6. What is an SVOO construction? 

7. Explain the distinction between declarative and interrogative clauses. 

8. What is an imperative clause? 

9. Define active and passive voice. 

10. What is a subordinate clause? 

11. Distinguish between a relative clause and an adverbial clause. 

12. What is the difference between a finite and a non-finite clause? 
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B. Long-Answer Questions 

1. Define a clause and discuss its principal elements with suitable examples. 

2. Explain the seven basic clause patterns of English and illustrate each with examples. 

3. Discuss declarative, interrogative, and imperative clauses with reference to their 

structures and communicative functions. 

4. Explain the formation, functions, and uses of active and passive clauses. 

5. Define a complex sentence and discuss the different types of subordinate clauses. 

6. Distinguish between coordination and subordination in English syntax. 

7. Discuss finite and non-finite clauses with suitable examples. 

8. Explain the relationship between clause structure and verb complementation. 

9. Discuss the significance of clause analysis in the study of English syntax. 

10. Explain how syntactic structure contributes to meaning and information organization. 

C. Practical Exercise I: Identify the Clause Elements 

Identify the subject, verb, object, complement, and adverbial, wherever applicable, in the 

following sentences. 

1. The children laughed loudly. 

2. My sister became a doctor. 

3. The committee approved the proposal. 

4. The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

5. They elected Ravi captain. 

6. She placed the files on the desk. 

7. The students waited outside the classroom. 

8. The news made everyone happy. 

9. The old building collapsed suddenly. 

10. The lecturer explained the theory clearly. 
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D. Practical Exercise II: Identify the Clause Patterns 

Identify the basic clause pattern of each sentence. 

1. Birds fly. 

2. The weather became cold. 

3. She lives in Pune. 

4. The students read the novel. 

5. The teacher gave me a book. 

6. They found the question difficult. 

7. He put the bag under the table. 

8. The audience laughed. 

9. The flowers smell sweet. 

10. The committee appointed her secretary. 

E. Practical Exercise III: Classify the Clauses 

Classify each clause as declarative, interrogative, or imperative. 

1. Please close the window. 

2. Where does your brother work? 

3. The students have completed their assignments. 

4. Do not touch the equipment. 

5. Have you read the novel? 

6. The lecture begins at ten o'clock. 

7. Why did the students leave early? 

8. Follow the instructions carefully. 

9. She has never visited Delhi. 

10. Can you explain this theory? 
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F. Practical Exercise IV: Change Active Clauses into Passive Clauses 

Rewrite the following sentences in the passive voice wherever grammatically appropriate. 

1. The teacher explained the lesson. 

2. The students completed the project. 

3. The police arrested the thief. 

4. The committee has approved the proposal. 

5. The author wrote the novel. 

6. The workers are repairing the road. 

7. The teacher gave the students an assignment. 

8. The researchers will publish the findings. 

9. The students had completed the work. 

10. The storm destroyed the building. 

G. Practical Exercise V: Identify Main and Subordinate Clauses 

Identify the main clause and the subordinate clause in each sentence. State the function of the 

subordinate clause wherever possible. 

1. I stayed at home because it was raining. 

2. When the lecture ended, the students left. 

3. The book that you recommended is useful. 

4. She believes that he is honest. 

5. Although the task was difficult, they completed it. 

6. If you practise regularly, you will improve. 

7. The man who lives next door is a professor. 

8. We left early so that we could catch the train. 

9. I know why she was absent. 

10. The students who passed the examination received certificates. 
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H. Practical Exercise VI: Finite and Non-finite Clauses 

Identify the finite and non-finite clauses in the following sentences. 

1. She wants to become a teacher. 

2. To learn a language requires patience. 

3. Although he was tired, he continued working. 

4. Having completed the assignment, the students left. 

5. I enjoy reading novels. 

6. The students waiting outside the classroom were called in. 

7. If you study regularly, you will succeed. 

8. She went to the library to borrow a book. 

9. Written in simple language, the book is easy to understand. 

10. For the students to complete the task on time would be difficult. 

I. Analytical Exercise 

Analyse the following sentence in terms of clause structure, clause elements, and clause 

relationships: 

Although the examination was difficult, the students completed the assignment because they 

had prepared thoroughly. 

Your analysis should identify: 

1. The main clause. 

2. The subordinate clauses. 

3. The type of each subordinate clause. 

4. The subject and verb of each clause. 

5. The relationship between the subordinate clauses and the main clause. 
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